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TO THE BROTHERHOOD 


In many individual lives there 
have been such delightful experi- 
ences in and definite answers to 
prayer, either in personal matters or 
the work of Christ’s Kingdom, as to 
be stimulating to the faith of others 
and encouragement to a larger prac- 

REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D. tice of prayer. 


Some of the readers of this item 
have enjoyed such spiritual victories. If so, will you please 
write me of them? It is desired that they be from your 
own experience; preferably those which brought success 
to some work in Christ’s Kingdom. Kindly be as brief as a 
fair statement of facts will permit. 

A part of the answers received will be used in a public 
way. When so used, the name of the writer will not be 
given, but for the item to be at all usable, the name of the 
contributor must accompany it. 

Your helpfulness in complying with this request will be 
greatly appreciated. 

REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D., President, 
The American Christian Convention. 


126 Chestnut St., Albany, N. Y. 
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744—How to Handle the Case 

Question—How could one best handle a case of this 
sort? If a church should give a letter of recommen- 
dation, publishing it in THe HERALD, and a brother 
minister should claim that the letter had not come 
from the church—that the church did not give it, 
what would be best to do? 

I should simply ask the church, which it 
is claimed gave the letter, to say if it had 
given such a letter. That would settle the 
question. If the church should say it gave 
the letter, that would shut the mouth of 
the man who claimed it did not give it. If 
it should say it did not give it, then that 
would shut the mouth of the man who was 
claiming the letter was genuine, and so in 
either case the dispute would be ended. 





745—When Was He Healed? 

Question—When Jesus healed the man at the pool 
of Bethesda, did He heal him spiritually, or did the 
spiritual healing take place later, when he met Him 
in the temple? 

Some of the leading commentators think 
that his spiritual healing took place in the 
temple, but I confess I can find no evidence 
to that effect in what is said in the fifth 
chapter of John. There was healing of 
the body—no doubt of that. Now, when 
Jesus met him in the temple, He simply 
said to the man: “Behold thou art made 
whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come 
unto thee.” As best I can grasp the mean- 
ing of these words, they simply mean to 
call the attention of the healed man to what 
had been done for him and to caution him 
against doing things hereafter which might 
bring upon him a worse thing. So far as 
the Scriptural record goes, I can find not 
a trace of any reference to healing of this 
man, even spiritually, in the temple. I 
therefore must say with the light I have on 
the question that he was made whole, both 
body and spirit, when he was healed near 
the pool. 


746—Is It Wrong? 

Question—Is is wrong to gather sap in a sugar- 
bush on Sunday, especially when the buckets are run- 
ning over, since the season only lasts for a short 
while? 

I can easily see how one might feel con- 
cerned to save his syrup while the run is 
on, but I also see how it is important for 
one to desire to obey God, and as I see it, 
obeying God is more important than saving 
sap in a sugar-bush on Sunday, so if it 
come to doing one of two things on Sunday, 

z.: Saving the syrup on Sunday, or obey- 
ing God, I should say, by all means, let us 
serve and obey God rather than save the 
sap. As I see it, however, I am of the opin- 
ion that most people can save the sap and 
obey God, too. Let the buckets be emptied 
the last thing on Saturday, then if they 
run over before twelve o’clock on Sunday 
night, let them run! He who sends the 
sap, if obeyed, can send more than you will 
lose by allowing the buckets to run over. 
Let the buckets run over, if need be, for a 
few hours on Sunday, rather than disobey 
God and lose your own soul’s salvation 
through disobedience. The truth is, this is 
a day of Sabbath-breaking, but know thou 
that for all this God will call you into judg- 
ment. God has laid so much emphasis on 
keeping the Sabbath Day holy that I can 
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see no excuse for disobedience. It is a thou- 
sand times better to obey God than to make 
money, even by saving the sap in a sugar- 
bush. May the Lord awaken us to the im- 
portance of obedience, even though we lose 
something by obeying. Obedience is better 
than sacrifice. 





747—Is It Legal? 

Question—If it is not lawful for me to use three or 
more surnames, or family names, why is it lawful 
or right for a Church to do it? 

It is not lawful for one man to use three 
or more surnames, and for the reason that 
in such a case it would be difficult, if not 
impossible, to establish with any degree of 
certainty the identity of such an individual. 
For instance, let us suppose that our neigh- 
bor wears the name of John Jones, John 
Thomas, and John Milton. A legacy falls 
to John Milton, but it is claimed by another 
party by the name of John Milton. A suit 
is entered in order to give the legacy to the 
first man who claimed it. In the court it is 
established that the man making the claim 
goes under three family names, viz.: Jones, 
Thomas, and Milton. That fact is establish- 
ed by competent witnesses. Then John Mil- 
ton, who is contending in court that the leg- 
acy is his, establishes the fact that he has 
but one name, and that he wore that name 
long before the other man was born, what 
do you think the court would do in such a 
case? I think the court would give the 
legacy to the man who established the fact 
that he was known only as John Milton, and 
for the reason that there can be no certainty 
of the identity of the man who wears three 
family names. The application is plain— 
sets forth the facts involved in the holding 
of property by the Disciple-Christian- 
Church-o f-C h ris t-Restoration-Movement- 
Church and the Christian Church. In case 
of a suit to get possession of property, by 
these two bodies, which would win? We do 
not wish to own a dollar’s worth of property 
belonging to our Disciple brethren, but if 
ever we find a church property deeded to 
the Christian Church, we propose to proceed 
to get legal possession of it on the ground 
that it is deeded to the Christian Church. 
Perhaps in that way we can induce our Dis- 
ciple brethren to be careful of the name 
they wear, at least to the point of wearing 
their own name. By the time we get a half- 
dozen pieces of property from them, they 
will likely be willing to wear their own 
name, and then we will turn back to them 
all the property we have gained from them 
in the courts. 





748—Hearing a Sinner Pray 
Question—Does God hear a sinner pray? 


The penitent sinner may pray and expect 
an answer. The publican prayed: “God be 
merciful to me a sinner,” and he got an 
answer, for he went down to his house justi- 
fied. See Luke 18:18. As it seems to me, 
you could hardly expect an impenitent and 
rebellious sinner to get an answer to his 
prayers for anything, as he has not in him 
the least of the elements of prayer. A 
prayer, to be heard, must be offered in 
faith, and most surely the impenitent and 


rebellious sinner has not faith. 
must be offered in submission to the will of 
God, and most certainly the impenitent and 
rebellious sinner cannot do that, for he is 
not submissive to the will of God. 

Then you know we are taught to pray 


Prayer 


to be forgiven as we forgive. The impeni- 
tent and rebellious sinner has not forgiven 
—then how can his prayer be heard? The 
very nature of prayer indicates that the 
praying one is resorting to God for help, 
but the impenitent and rebellious heart does 
not resort to God. Then how can he pray 
truly? Only the penitent sinner would think 
of resorting to God. Now can you tell me 
how a man can pray to God when in the 
impenitence and pride of his heart he does 
not wish to come near to God? He may use 
the words commonly used in prayer, but 
that would be a mockery, for when the heart 
is far off from God, the lips cannot bring 
God near. 

Now think of what prayer is. We are 
told that prayer is the exercise of man’s 
highest spiritual nature. Can you possibly 
think of a man who has no spiritual nature, 
no spiritual life, praying to God, except as 
a mere lip service? Again the praying man 
must be in accord with God. How can the 
impenitent and rebellious heart be in accord 
with God? Prayer is the expression of felt 
need. How can a man who knows not the 
feeling of a need, pray to God? Then the 
praying man must come to God in the name 
of Christ. How can he do that when he 
is living in rebellion against Jesus and re- 
fusing to submit his heart and life unto 
Him? What do you think would be the ef- 
fect if a soldier, who had been fighting in 
the army of the Allies, should come to the 
Emperor of Germany in the name of Von 
Hindenburg, asking a favor? Now, what 
would you expect if a man should come to God 
with prayer words on his lips while he was 
yet serving the devil, asking in the name of 
the devil for the favor of God? The penitent 
sinner can come to God in prayer, can come 
in the name of Jesus, and he can come with 
the assurance of being heard, but the im- 
penitent from the very nature of the case 
cannot come and for the reason given above. 
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Again We Face the Ugly Situation 


Church came into active being in the 

“sixties,” and the early “seventies” of 
the last century. It was apparently the op- 
ening of the flood-gates for the incoming 
of worldly methods, thoughts, and plans for 
making money in the Church. It seems that 
just after the Civil War, when the people 
thought themselves too poor to support the 
Church, some one conceived the idea of sup- 
porting the Church by means of church 
“suppers,” or “dinners,” as the case might 
be. This proved to be a popular idea and 
church dinners, suppers, and such like 
things, soon became common among the 
churches, as a means of paying church 
debts. The evident purpose was so ap- 
parent from the early stages of this pro- 
cedure that some person, deploring the 
downward tendency of the church, named 
this new departure the “cooking-stove apos- 
tasy.” As it progressed, it gathered to it- 
self much of a kindred nature, till in a 
short time we had ice-cream festivals, 
oyster suppers, “neck-tie” parties, “donkey” 
parties, “grab-bag” games, “fish pond,” 
and who knows what not, all in the name of 
the Church—they said it was for a good 
cause, and so the church people readily fell 
in with the tendency, till finally gambling 
was introduced as a means of supporting 
a good cause, and the spiritual life and 
power of the Church had been well-nigh de- 
stroyed, at least in many instances. So bold 
have the church people become in working 
this as a means of raising money, that 
many people do not hesitate to speak of it 
as “church gambling,” to the shame and 
serious injury of the Church. At length 
the daily papers have begun to speak of it 
as gambling, and at the same time they 
condemn it as unworthy of the Church of 
Christ, and yet the church people go right 
on, engaging in the same thing. Time and 
again this writer has been censured by 
church people because he has felt impelled 
to condemn such work on the part of the 
church people. We have on more than one 
occasion been refused as a pastor because 
we could not, and would not, endorse such 
an unholy alliance with the world. We have 
appealed again and again to the people of 
the Church to abandon the practice, only 
to be told that it was none of our business 
as to how the Church made its money. On 
one occasion a man threatened to thrash 
us because we had condemned his church 
for making money in this fashion, but the 
more we have been censured for such a 
course, the more we have felt that we must 
stand as a witness against it, at all costs, 
and so we are standing here to-day, wait- 
ing for reinforcements to come to our assist- 
ance, and at last it has come, but from an 
unexpected source—it comes not as we had 
hoped, at least in this instance, from the 
body of the Church, but it comes from a 
secular daily newspaper, but we are none 
the less glad to have a secular daily stand 
for the right. The Dayton (daily) Journal, 


T “cooking-stove apostasy” of the 


in its issue of March 14, 1917, discussed the 
matter in a way which ought to bring the 
blush of shame to the face of many a church 
member. 


We have no compromise to make with 
this evil, no matter who stands against us, 
and it seems to us that every true Chris- 
tian ought to stand with us, when he sees 
that this sort of thing has led to a secular 
paper charging the Church, not only with 
gambling, but with teaching those who have 
been raised to something better, to become 
gamblers in the name of the Church. Alas! 


The Dayton Journal, in the article refer- 
red to above, says: 


GAMBLING 

The Evansville Courier laboriously attempts a justi- 
fication of church bazaars, saying that the church 
functions must not be confused with gambling. He 
insists that the fish pond, the country store, the 
paddle, and other transparent devices for separating 
the visitor from his money constitute merely resem- 
blance to the “real thing.” 

Well, we needn’t split hairs over the matter, but 
where is the essential difference in spirit? The 
author asks, “Has any one ever heard of a gambler 
going to a church bazaar to gratify his passion for 
gambling ?” 

Certainly. No one but a gambler tackles the game. 
There is an instinct, feeling, call it what you will, 
in every man and woman which incites to the effort 
to get something for nothing. That is what the 
gambler feels when he sits down to a game of stud, 
or at the roulette wheel, or who “bucks” faro, or 
any other game. He takes a chance. If he gets 
nothing, he loses his money. If he wins, he gets 
something for nothing. And at bazaar or roulette 
wheel, the more he wins the more he wants to play. 
The fever is progressive. When he draws a box of 
chewing gum or a rag doll out of the church fish 
pond, he grins. He knows that the “capital” prize 
is there, and he is after that. He may blow his wad 
for packages of soap, soda, papers of pins, a toy 
watch, a dozen clothes pins, etc., but he doesn’t care. 
He is after the one thing that is worth while in 
that fish pond. And everybody who stands about 
feels the fever mounting in his blood and is aching 
for a chance to go for that prize. And he goes for 
it at the first chance. They are gamblers. Rather 
harmless gamblers; but, given the opportunity, eight 
out of ten of them will tackle any game they meet 
with, if they can do so “under proper conditions.” 

Nearly all of us are gamblers to some extent. 

Our author wants to know if any one ever develop- 
ed the fish-pond habit. Perhaps not, but the fish- 
pond business is a good primary school for the 
development of the gambling habit. 


Alas, is it possible that the Church has 
fallen so low in the scale of spirituality as 
that a daily paper does not hesitate to come 
out in the open and editorially pronounce 
the Church, after the manner of the gam- 
bler, seeking “to get something for nothing” 
in the same way that gamblers do? Is it 
possible that the Church has gone so far 
as to permit the editor of a secular paper 
to come out and boldly charge the Church 
with teaching, in its methods of raising 
money, the gambler’s work, with developing 
the gambling habit? And yet that is just 
what The Dayton Journal is doing, and 
since he has the truth on his side, we have 
not a word to say to him by way of rebuke. 
We exceedingly regret that he has reasons 
for what he says. We regret that he is 
backed by facts which we cannot prove 
false. 


When ig Journal sys nearly all of us 
are gamblers extent, we demur—we 


do not believe he has facts to sustain him, 
but when he charges many of the churches 
of this day with gambling to get something 
for nothing, and when he declares that the 
“fish pond” of the church is a means of 
developing the gambling habit in the people, 
we cannot deny it, for we have too often 
seen such a tendency among some of the 
churches of this day. We may as well talk 
of driving Germany off with a pop-gun as 
to talk of driving the devil off by use of his 
own means of warfare. We can never gain 
a victory over the devil and his works by 
doing the works that he does. 

If we wish a victory, a victory in the 
name of Christ and for the glory of God in 
the salvation of the world, we must be men 
and women enough to buckle down to the 
work of the Church and do it in God’s way, 
or we shall never be a victorious Church. 
May God help us! 
 & @ 


IS THERE ANY REMEDY IN SUCH A 
CASE? 

Self-bewilderment is not a strange ele- 
ment in human experience. The Christian 
Register, the representative of the Unitar- 
ian Church in this country, seems quite be- 
wildered as to the work and progress of the 
Unitarian Church. In the issue of that 
paper for March 8, the first editorial para- 
graph sends forth a lament over the failure 
of the Unitarian Church in the accomplish- 
ment of its mission among men, as follows: 

Creating an opportunity, and utilizing it, are 
two different things and require each its special 
gift. The inventor has often lost the fruits of his 
invention for want of the power to put it on the 
market. When we look back in our denomina- 
tional history the unexplained thing is how; with 
such golden opportunities in numbers and interest 
of those who were of our mind and enthusiasm, 
the’ harvest in churches has been lacking; and 
now, with unexampled tides of response to the 
influence of leaders in thought, the problem is 
to utilize the advantage, to seize the psychological 
moment, and get the goods to market while the 
demand is fresh. The great heresy among us 
is that Unitarianism does not appeal to the 
masses. When masses show that they want it, 
why not make it appeal to them? The field is 
ripe; now for the workers. 

Brother, you have struck the key-note. 
How to get the Unitarian Church to make 
a great success of itself under present cir- 
cumstances is indeed a great question, and 
we fear the answer may not be found in 
time to be of real service in gaining the 
end. 

It is a frank and manly confession for 
the organ of the Unitarian Church to admit 
that Unitarianism does not appeal to the 
masses. And then innocently asks this ques- 
tion: ‘When masses show that they want 
it, why not make it appeal to them?” Alas, 
brother, that is the task which we fear you 
will not be able to handle, at least to the 
point of success. Your confessed heresy 
stands in the way—Unitarianism does not 
appeal to the masses. There is an inherent 
reason why it does not. That is the fact 
that Unitarianism has to deal with in set- 
tling the question of how to accomplish its 
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mission. We are sure these friends are un- 
usually frank in admitting that Unitarian- 
ism does not appeal to the masses. We are 
making no charges, but simply reviewing 
briefly the confession of The Register. 

The question which interests us just now 
is, Why does not Unitarianism appeal to 
the masses? We doubt not that the mem- 
bers of that brotherhood would welcome any 
light which even an outsider might throw 
on the question. If they will be so kind as 
not to take offense at any suggestion we 
may make, we should like to suggest to 
them the reason that Unitarianism does not 
appeal to the masses. May we do so? And 
will they regard us kindly in doing it? Then 
we will risk making the effort and trust 
to their generosity for due appreciation of 
the act. 

Unitarianism has never appealed to the 
masses. We do not need to prove this as- 
sertion, since their own paper affirms it 
and history supports the fact. The question 
is, Why has it not appealed to the masses? 
As we see it, it is because they have left 
the essential element of Appeal out of their 
teaching, and of course a thing which has 
in it no inherent appeal must not be ex- 
pected to make appeal. When Unitarian- 
ism left out of their system the divine Son 
of God and put in His place a man, a good 
man, but still only a man, they left out all 
that appeals to the masses, all that wins the 
heart-life to the truth of Christianity, and 
it seems to us that is a sufficient explana- 
tion. The Register said more truly perhaps 
than it meant to say, that this lack of ap- 
peal is the great heresy of the Unitarian 
brotherhood. Demagnetize a magnet and it 
will not, cannot, attract its surroundings 
to itself. lt is not the fault of the magnet 
that it does not attract. The trouble is due 
to the absence of magnetic power. Jesus 
said He would draw all men to Him if He 
were lifted up. Let our Unitarian friends 
duly exalt the Christ of God, and we be- 
lieve it will remove its heresy and receive 
power to appeal to the masses. Do not our 
Unitarian friends know that it is a fact, 
that no body of people who has rejected the 
deity of Christ and the personality of the 
Holy Spirit has ever been used of God in 
any large way for winning the masses to 
the TRUTH? If in this we are mistaken, 
let the mistake be pointed out by giving 
the name of the body of religionists who 
have so rejected Christ and the Holy Spirit, 
and yet have been used in some large way 
for winning the world from sin to the right- 
eousness of God which is in Christ, and that 
the will be a sufficient refutation of what 
we are claiming. 
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WHAT’S WRONG WITH INDIANA? 


According to Secretary L. E. Smith’s re- 
port in The Annual, the membership of the 
Indiana State Christian Conference is as 
follows :— 

1. The Presidents, Secretaries, and 


Treasurers of the district confer- 
ences of Indiana, and the President 


of Union Christian College ....... 25 
2. The officers of the conference ..... 17 
3. One delegate from each church .... 218 
-4. President, Secretary, and Treasurer 


of the State Woman’s Board, and 
Presidents and Secretaries of the 
Woman’s Board of each conference 12 
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5. All ministers who are members of 
any conference in the State of 
ee PR ee re re 


Total Membership 
Here is an official delegation of 415 of 
our recognized leaders representing one- 
fifth of the entire membership of the Chris- 
tian denomination and not sufficient interest 
and spirit of cooperation to get a “cor- 
poral’s guard” together in a united effort 
to further the cause of our common Zion. 
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WHAT’S WRONG WITH INDIANA? 


It seems we have turned every one to his 
own way and steadfastly ignored the great 
opportunity for real service, as a church 
that lies before us. What business organ- 
ization could possibly expect to do business 
successfully if the officers of each branch 
house should show such a spirit of indiffer- 
ence to the whole concern? How foolish it 
would seem in the eyes of thinking men! 
And yet here we are, representatives of the 
biggest business in heaven or earth—The 
King’s Business—and by our slip-shod, hap- 
hazard way of doing things we are hinder- 
ing the work of God’s Kingdom. 

Brethren, what do we mean? What can 
we say to the Master in defense of our 
carelessness and indifference? 

The State Conference, under our present 
system, is the logical connecting link be- 
tween the local conference and The A. C. C. 
It must have strong backing and we, the 
officers and ministers of local conferences 
and churches, are responsible for its success 
or failure. Such lack of interest and zeal 
and efficiency in this vital part of the King- 
dom’s work should drive us to our knees 
for pardon and then to our feet to act. 

The Official Board of the Indiana State 
Conference has called a meeting of minis- 
ters, and laymen for May 29 and 30 to get 
together in the effort to do something. I 
move that every one of the 143 ministers 
in the State Conference, together with the 
ministers serving churches in the State, sit 
down now and write a post-card to Secre- 
tary L. E. Smith, Huntington, Indiana, 
pledging your support to the meeting in 
May, that we may get together and like 
real servants of the King plan a campaign 
that will insure the progress of the King- 
dom in our State under the leadership of 
the King of kings. 

Who will send the first card? 

W. P. MINTON. 

Goshen, Indiana. 





Mentionings 
*** Palmer College has been recognized 
by the State University as doing educa- 
tional work of standard grade—and it will 
be so registered officially. 


*** In our Miscellaneous Department 
will be found an address by Dr. O. B. Whit- 
aker, made before the Missouri Legislature, 
on the abolishment of capital punishment. 
You may, or may not, agree with him, but 
he will interest you, if you follow him 
closely. 


*** T want to say amen at least twice 
and very loud to the article by Brother 
Omer S. Thomas in THE HERALD OF GOSPEL 


MARCH 22, 1917 


LIBERTY of March 8 on “Hitting the Trail.” 
It is a cheap phrase that belittles Jesus 
Christ and brings His religion into disre- 
pute. There isn’t anything in it that ap- 
peals to those finer qualities of life which 
Christianity develops—Rev. Hugh A. 
Smith, West Milton, Ohio. 


*** Rev. A. W. Cash, pastor of the Chris- 
tian church at Lebanon, Ind.; has received 
into the membership of that church during 
his five years’ pastorate two hundred per- 
sons. That is surely most gratifying to 
both the pastor and the church. With such 
a record the Lebanon church may do well 
to keep its eyes open, for some pastorless 
church will be casting a longing and a wist- 
ful eye after a pastor whose labors have 
been so blessed. 


*** A very gratifying report of the 
work of Rev. J. W. Harrell, D. D., and 
his new field at Burlington, North Carolina, 
reaches us through The Christian Sun, 
to the effect that the church has de- 
cided to proceed with the erection of a 
new church building at once, to cost from 
$25,000 to $30,000. We rejoice with Dr. 
Harrell in the prospect of a plenty to do 
for the next year or two, but the new house 
of worship at Burlington will mean much 
for the development of the Burlington work 
under the blessings of God. 


*** T am so thankful to get the good old 
HERALD at any price—I cannot do without 
it. My Bible comes first and then THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. To me it is 
worth its weight in gold. I expect to take 
it as long as I live, even if it should have 
to be: cut still smaller. It gets better with 
every issue and is certainly a welcome vis- 
itor in my home. I can hardly wait till the 
arrival of the mail on Friday to get THE 
HERALD. The field news is very good, and 
all through it is good. May God bless you, 
Brother Barrett, and spare you yet many 
years.—Rachel Graham, Lewiston, IIl. 


*** The college is having a very good 
year of it. Some things are especially en- 
couraging. Our Music Department has 
grown beyond our most sanguine expecta- 
tions; we have four teachers and every one 
of them has been teaching beyond the 
maximum number of hours. We are taxing 
our capacity to the utmost this year and 
must provide more room before we can open 
next fall. We will need to add more equip- 
ment, at least six new pianos. We will be 
forced to provide at least three additional 
class rooms and some rooms for piano prac- 
tice.—Rev. A. E. Watkins, D. D., President 
Palmer College, Albany, Mo. 


*** Tt is a source of encouragement to 
know that THE HERALD’S Question Box is so 
highly appreciated by our readers gener- 
ally, not only so, but outsiders, too, bear 
witness to interest in the same. Both New 
York and Chicago papers have of late quot- 
ed answers given to our readers. Our 
friends can do much to add to the interest 
of the Question Box by keeping us supplied 
with good questions. We are now almost 
through answering what are on hand—the 
more interesting the question you send, the 
more interesting the answer may be. Let 
us make the Question Box what it ought to 
be and what it can be by proper coopera- 
tion. 
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*** Rev. W. J. Young, of Lima, Ohio, has 
a letter on page 21 which ought to stir 
Limaians, 


*** Our Hoosier brethren should give 
special attention to the message of Rev. 
W. P. Minton—see page four. 


*** Miss Williams, one of our mission- 
aries in Porto Rico, has a most interesting 
letter in our Field News this week. 


*** Dr. O. W. Powers makes an impor- 
tant point in this issue—deserving special 
attention on the part of our churches. 


*** Did you read in the last HERALD the 
timely words of Rev. J. W. Holt?—such a 
message as the whole Church needs to con- 
sider. 


*** Palmer College will have this year a 
large graduating class. Some twenty-one 
er twenty-two will receive diplomas from 
the various departments. 


*** We introduce a new contributor this 
week—Rev. Henry Burton, of West Kirby, 
England. His beautiful poem is on page 
eleven—Draw Up the Blind. 


*** One thing we of the Christian Church 
need to do, and that is to get together in 
the work we undertake. There is no need 
of failure in any reasonable work, if we 
stand together. 


*** Rev. J. O. Atkinson, D. D., has an 
article in this issue on The Signs of the 
Times. Read it and then apply its teach- 
ings to the Orphanage, and your duty to- 
ward that institution. 


*** Your editorial in a recent issue—Sir 
Oliver Lodge and Immortality—was well 
worth the price of several issues of THE 
HERALD. Thank you, Bro. Barrett.—Rev. 
L. C. Mackey, Sprakers, N. Y. 


*** Bro. Hurlburt’s third and last article 
in the present series appears in this issue. 
We hope you have read it with interest and 
profit. It was published by request of his 
conference, before which it was originally 
delivered. 


*** Rev. Martyn Summerbell, D. D., has 
recently visited Rev. H. M. Hainer and his 
work at Bangor, Maine, of which he makes 
report elsewhere in this issue. He also 
called on friends in a former field of labor 
at Lewiston, Maine. 


*** Tn another column, Rev. S. S. New- 
house, D. D., announces the death of Rev. 
Edwin Morrell, late of Chicago. Many of 
our people in New England and the Middle 
West will remember him. He had some 
strong gifts and was full of energy. 


*** T am on my way to New York to 
attend Conference on Armenian and Syrian 
Relief. More than two millions of people 
in those lands are starving. Hope to report 
results of this conference later.—Rev. W. A. 
Freeman, Pittsburgh, Pa., March 13, 1917. 
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*** THE HERALD is ladened each week 
with matter which all our people need. We 
ought to have ten thousand more subscrib- 
ers than we have. We cannot bring our 
people to their best in the kingdom service, 
if they do not read. They must know, or 
they will not do. 


*** In this issue we begin a series of 
articles on Some New Things in the Bible, 
by Rev. L. C. Mackey, Sprakers, N. Y. Do 
not overlook them—one a week will give you 
good matter for reading. All who are look- 
ing for something new should follow him 
closely. 


*** Dr. J. F. Burnett spent the second 
Sunday with Rev. O. P. Furnas and the 
Fidelity church in the Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence. The occasion was the rededication of 
the house of worship, and they had a pleas- 
ant and, as we trust, a profitable day. 


*** We are in the beginning of what 
seems now as if it would be a real revival. 
The meeting has been going a week, with 
the pastor in charge. Rev. John Baughman 
is to assist in the remainder of the effort. 
He comes to-morrow. We are sorely in 
need of a revival here in Newton.—E. C. 
Geeding. 


*** Rev. W. D. Samuel, D. D., Bluffton, 
Ind., is open to engagement, as he will re- 
tire from his present charge at the end of 
this conference year. He does not desire 
to be pastor of any church which does not 
wish to go into the soul-saving business. 
The terms are plain—if you need him, cor- 
respond with him, or go and see him. 


*** We invite special attention to the 
message on our first page from the Presi- 
dent of The American Christian Conven- 
tion. He is leading in a great work—let 
us be sure to follow him as he follows 
Christ. Let following mean earnest support. 
We have a great opportunity before us— 
let us measure up to it and so reap the 
fruitage. 


*** Tf you are in doubt as to what THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY is worth in a 
home, turn to page six, near the bottom of 
the last column, and read what Rev. T. 
Darley Allen says of it. Now do you think 
it ought to be given a place in all the homes 
of our people? Then, in the hope that it 
may do like good again, will you try to put 
it in as many homes as possible? 


*** T feel like I am forgotten because I 
am isolated from the brethren. I am in 
my eightieth year and very feeble. Notwith- 
standing the change in the price of THE 
HERALD, I wish to renew. I can’t do with- 
out it—Jas. H. Nickey, Saratoga, Ind. We 
salute you, brother, as one of the loyal old- 
line guard. We wish we had many as faith- 
ful standing by the church paper. 


*** Bro. Chas. D. Johnston, superintend- 
ent of the Christian Orphanage, is making 
an effort to raise the sum of $1,000 to pay 
off the indebtedness of that institution. He 


wishes to do this on, or before, Easter Sun- 
day, and to this end is calling on our people 
throughout the Church to “chip in” and do 
it. We can do it easily and quickly, if we 
but pull together. Let us try, and try in 
the right way, and it will be done. Brother 
Johnston is a business man of wide experi- 
ence and well qualified to manage the Orph- 
anage. He wishes to clear up this debt, 
which he found on the institution when he 
became superintendent—once clear, he 
wishes to keep the institution clear of debt, 
and henceforth fully and wisely given to 
caring for the orphans—the fatherless and 
motherless little ones who so richly deserve 
a chance in life. Brethren and sisters, if 
you have some of the Lord’s money, this is 
a good place to use it. 


*** The Christian church at Maple Rap- 
ids, Mich., has extended unanimous eall te 
Rev. D. A. Boatright, of Robinson, IIl., to 
become its pastor, and Brother Boatright 
has accepted the call and hopes to begin 
his work April 1—0O. M. Snyder, Maple 
Rapids, Mich. We sincerely wish the united 
labors of this pastor and people may be 
abundantly fruitful for good. Brother 
Boatright is a man of ability. We are glad 
to welcome him to the active work of the 
ministry. 


*** Palmer College is a growing institu- 
tion. Only last year, if we mistake not, the 
new dormitory was dedicated, and now, in 
less than a full year, the president says it 
is absolutely necessary to have an addition 
to the administration building, costing about 
$10,000. Growing children bring honor 
and profit to the home. So growing institu- 
tions honor and bless the church which 
gives them existence and support. Let the 
good work go on—give us more growing in- 
stitutions. 


*** This week we publish the final article 
of Dr. Ewart on Martin Luther’s Ex- 
perience, and with it we give a por- 
trait of the gifted writer. We _ believe 
our readers will join us in extending 
to Dr. Ewart a vote of hearty thanks for 
his good work in bringing to our attention 
the great work of Luther, whose fiery zeal 
and determined stand for the truth shook 
the religious world from center to circum- 
ference, and his power, under God, we yet 
feel. Luther undoubtedly shook the Roman 
Catholic Church as no other man has done. 


*** Rev. J. W. Hoffman, pastor of the 
Earlston Christian church, at Everett, Pa., 
elswhere in this issue, urges help to be sent 
for the relief of the aged widow of the late 
Rev. Joseph Barney, who is now eighty 
years old and very feeble. She is depend- 
ent on the kind help of friends who may be 
willing to give her assistance. Rev. Joseph 
Barney, in his day, was an untiring worker, 
ever ready to make a sacrifice for the cause, 
in which Mrs. Barney shared with her hus- 
band. She is worthy of help and should not 
be allowed to go to outsiders for assistance: 
for food and shelter. 
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REV. JOHN Y. EWART, D. D. 





Repeated impressions of saving truth are 
needed to drive that truth deep into the 
mind and lodge it effectively in conscience 
and heart. The spiritual man grows by 
degrees. He does not spring at one bound 
from sinfulness to saintliness. The divine- 
ly-given law is: “First the blade, then the 
ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” St. 
Paul says we advance toward Christlikeness 
“from glory to glory,” which Henry Drum- 
mond translated “from character to char- 
acter.” 

God was leading Martin Luther in a 
wondrous way to increase his spiritual stat- 
ure and arm him cap-a-pie for the battle 
royal, which he must wage with the hosts 
of spiritual darkness. Elected a professor 
in the newly-founded University of Witten- 
berg, when he was twenty-five years of age, 
his department was physics and dialectics. 
Although he would have preferred the de- 
partment of theology, he bravely undertook 
the task assigned him, and, after all, his 
studies in philosophy qualified him in later 
years to combat the errors of the school- 
men. 

And, happily, Luther soon was allowed 
to devote himself to the study that lay near- 
est his heart. For in March, 1509, he was 
made a Bachelor of Divinity, with the par- 
ticular summons to devote himself to Bib- 
lical Theology. 

He began by lecturing on the Psalms, 
and thence passed to the Epistle to the 
Romans. While meditating on this portion 
of Scripture, the light penetrated more 
deeply into his heart. On one occasion, in 
the retirement of his cell, his Bible open 
before him, this quotation by St. Paul (from 
the prophet Habakkuk) in Rom. 1:17, ar- 
rested his attention. 


“The just shall live by faith.” 


This gracious promise sank deeply into 
his heart and was the kernel of the great 
doctrine of Justification by Faith, which 
Luther so fully elaborated in his preaching 
and teaching, and which lay at the founda- 
tion of the whole Protestant Reformation. 
Here the historian marks a milestone in 
Luther’s spiritual growth. 

Luther put tremendous energy into his 
biblical lectures. A new life had been born 
within him. Before his university classes 
he was alive with the ideas and emotions 
which filled his heart. He felt the power 
of God’s revealed truth as never before, and 
poured forth the treasures of truth and 
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grace he had discovered in the Word with 
such a heaven-born eloquence that the news 
of it spread far and wide. A crowd of 
youthful foreign students were attracted to 
the university. Even many professors at- 
tended Luther’s lectures. 

Staupitz invites Luther to preach in the 
Church of the Augustines. “Everything,” 
writes D’Aubigne, “is striking in the new 
minister. His expressive countenance, his 
noble air, his clear and sonorous voice, cap- 
tivate all his hearers. In his eloquence 
there is an authority, a warmth, an unction 
that his predecessors had not possessed. In- 
vited to transfer his labors to the city 
church as better accommodating his in- 
creasing congregations, the impression he 
then produced was greater still. His hear- 
ers were astonished. His reputation extend- 
ed far and wide, and the Elector, Frederick 
the Wiss, himself came to Wittenberg to 
hear him.” 


Luther’s preaching and teaching labors 
were interrupted by a journey to Rome. 
There was a Providence in this. This jour- 
ney was the means of opening his eyes to 
the scandals and corruptions which abound- 
ed in the Roman Catholic Church at that 
time. 


Some problems needed adjustment in the 
Order of Augustine Monks, to which Luther 
still belonged, and on account of his mental 
acumen, his powerful language, and his tal- 
ents for discussion, he was selected to carry 
these important matters to Rome for settle- 
ment. 


On his way down the southern slopes of 
the Alps into sunny Italy, this monk, who 
had begged bread from door to door during 
his spiritual apprenticeship, was entertain- 
ed in & wealthy convent of the Benedictines 
in Lombardy. “The revenues of this mon- 
astery,” says D’Aubigne, “amounted to 
36,000 ducats; 12,000 were devoted to the 
table, 12,000 were set apart for the build- 
ings, and the remainder for the wants of 
the monks. The splendor of the apart- 
ments, the richness of their dress, and the 
delicacy of their food confounded Luther. 
Marble, silk, luxury in all its forms—what 
a novel sight for the humble brother of the 
poor convent at Wittenberg! He quitted 
this epicurean monastery and went on 
southward as far as Bologna, where he be- 
came dangerously sick. He again relapsed 
into the dejection and sorrow so natural to 
him. But the enlivening words of St. Paul, 
“The just shall live by faith,” again occur- 
red to him and proved a spiritual tonic. 

He resumed his journey and reached the 
seven-hilled city on the Tiber with the keen- 
est anticipations. He was deeply moved that 
now he could see with his own eyes what 
he had been taught to look upon as “The 
metropolis of Christendom.” 

Luther’s imagination is stirred to its 
depths by the traces of ancient greatness 
which he saw all about him in the remains 


of temples, arches, and aqueducts, the me- 
morials of a by-gone age. 

But Luther found also, in the city of the 
Caesars and the Popes, ignorance, levity, 
dissolute manners, a profane spirit, a con- 
tempt for sacred things, a scandalous traf- 
fic in the souls of men. “He expected to find 
the edifice of the Church encompassed with 
splendor and strength, but its doors were 
broken down, and its walls damaged by fire. 
He witnessed the desolation of the sanctu- 
ary, and drew back with horror. All his 
dreams had been of holiness—he had dis- 
covered naught but profanation.” 

Sad disillusionment, but our monk’s eyes 
are opened, and he gets ammunition for his 
later attacks upon the very citadel of 
Rome’s errors and corruptions. 

But, still a loyal son of the Church, one 
day, Luther takes advantage of an indul- 
gence promised by the Pope to all who will 
ascend on their knees what is called 
Pilate’s staircase. He had been told that 
it had been miraculously transported from 
Jerusalem to Rome. While creeping up its 
steps he thought he heard a voice of thun- 
der crying from the bottom of his heart, as 
at Wittenberg and Bologna, “The just shall 
live by faith!” These words that twice 
before had struck him like an angel’s voice, 
resounded unceasingly and powerfully with- 
in him. In amazement he rises to his feet, 
ashamed at the depths of superstition unto 
which he had been plunged, and flies far 
from the scene of his folly. “This,” says 
D’Aubigne, “was the decisive epoch of 
Luther’s inner life.” That faith which led 
him to see the righteousness of Christ as 
man’s only hope of salvation became hence- 
forth the very soul of his theology. 


3 8 & 
AN IMPORTANT TESTIMONY 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


Rey. W. Arthur Smith, one of the leading 
Methodist Episcopal ministers of Cleveland, 
and pastor of the Brooklyn Memorial 
church, one of the most important churches 
of the city, referred in a sermon not long 
ago to the help he had received from THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. His parents 
were subscribers to that paper, and to read- 
ing it when a boy he owes to a great extent 
the shaping of his life. 

When we consider that this man is one 
of the most useful ministers in Cleveland 
we can form some idea of the influence for 
good such a paper as THE HERALD OF GOs- 
PEL LIBERTY is. And such a testimony is 
but one of many to the power a good relig- 
ious paper coming regularly to the home 
may prove. 

3 @& & 


If I can put one touch of a rosy sunset 
into the life of any man or woman I shall 
feel that I have worked with God—Geo. 
McDonald. 
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MONEY AND THE KINGDOM 


By Rev. J. O. Atkinson, D. D., Elon College, N. C. 


The Church of our day does not grow. 
richer, but poorer. If that is not plain 
enough, then let me say that the church 
membership of our day does not grow more 
liberal, but less liberal. No wonder there 
are church “fairs” and “bazaars,” and 
“pink teas,” and “ice cream festivals,” and 
“oyster suppers” in the name of the Lord to 
raise money for the work of the Lord. The 
Lord’s work has become so impoverished in 
our time that some trick or scheme or de- 
vice had to be resorted to to save our face 
and make ourselves seem decent and liberal 
when we were not. 

Here is a church which, twenty-five years 
ago, paid $1,000 a year to pastor and mis- 
sions and benevolences. Its combined mem- 
bership was 100 and on tax-books showed 
that the 100 members had property valued 
at $100,000. Last year that church paid 
$5,000 to pastor and missions and benev- 
olences, had a membership of 300, and the 
tax-books showed their combined property 
valuation to be $1,000,000. 

What has happened in that church? It 
has increased its pay into the Kingdom five- 
fold; but it has increased its individual 
property holdings tenfold. That church is 
not as liberal as it was twenty years ago; 
only half as liberal. And the likelihood is 
that the actual annual increase received by 
the 300 members is twenty times what the 
actual annual income of the 100 members 
was twenty years ago. 

If you will consult your church statistics, 
and then send to the Census Bureau, Wash- 
ington, D. C., as the writer has done, for 
a copy of The Estimated Valuation of Na- 
tional Wealth, from 1850 to 1912, you will 
see that the above citation does not under- 
estimate, but rather overestimates, what 
church members are giving to-day, in com- 
parison with what they gave twenty years 
ago, in proportion to their incomes and 
present holdings. 

As the Lord is blessing us, as incomes 
increase, and the abundance of this world’s 
goods pile up, men grow more penurious in 
their dealings with God, and _ even 
Christians keep for themselves, _ their 
comforts, luxuries, and indulgences an 
ever-increasing proportion of goods. And 
so we resort to the ways and wicked- 
ness of the world to raise money for the 
support and progress of the Kingdom of 
God!! Being unwilling to give God His 
part, and yet desiring to keep up the show, 
we appeal to the worldly and to our com- 
mercial sense of trade and traffic, through 
fairs, suppers, and bazaars, to get money 
with which to finance the Kingdom. May 
God pity us! 

Thus do we make our Heavenly Father 
a pauper, and advertise the Church, His 
work, as an object of pity, poverty, and 
charity. How far indeed have we departed 
from the truth of the Psalmist who declar- 
ed: “The earth is the Lord’s, and the ful- 
ness thereof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein” (Psa. 21:1). ‘ 

For the writer’s part, he fears very much 
that we shall continue this tendency to more 
penuriousness, and less liberality, until 


church members adopt the plain, Biblical 
standard of giving. Most of the thinking 
in our time is of money. So, unless our 
age learns to think of God through money, 
it will not think of God much at all. 


Paul writes in Romans 11:16, “For if 
the first-fruit be holy, the lump is also 
holy.” We don’t make our first-fruits holy. 
Our first-fruits are usually of business— 
and “business is business, you know.” 


How are we to make the first-fruits holy, 
and therefore, as Paul says, have the whole 
lump holy? My candid conviction is that 
that question is easily answered, and can 
only be answered, by adopting the Biblical 
standard of proportionate giving. If we 
gave proportionately, our gifts would natur- 
ally increase with our earning and our pos- 
sessions, and we should have not a church 
that constantly grows poorer, but one that 
ever grows richer. 


That proportionate part that God intend- 
ed, from the beginning, we should give as 
holy unto Him, was the tenth, as the Scrip- 
ture, both of the Old and the New Testa- 
ments, plainly and unmistakably teach. As 
God sanctifies all our time by claiming one 
day in seven as sacred and holy unto Him- 
self, so likewise would He sanctify all our 
income and earnings by having us set aside 
one-tenth as the first-fruits holy and sacred 
unto Him. 


A man has no more right to use for his 
own pleasure, privilege, or profit God’s sa- 
cred tenth than He has to desecrate the 
holy Sabbath by using it for worldly indul- 
gence or gainful pursuits. Even the New 
Testament is as emphatic in its teaching of 
the holy truth, and more so than it is in 
its teaching of Sabbath observance. The 
law of the tithe is as binding on us who 
have lived since Moses and Jesus and Paul 
as it was on those who lived before them; 
for the law of the tithe is fundamental and 
elemental, and so was neither made by 
Moses nor awaked by our Jesus. From and 
before the days of Abraham till now, good 
men have practiced it to their help; but 
many have neglected it, both to their hurt 
and to the improverishment of the Church 
of God. 


“But,” says a good man, “all I have be- 
longs to the Lord, and I endeavor to use it 
all in a way and manner to honor and serve 
Him.” 


I admit that stewardship is the adminis- 
tration of all for God; but tithing is an 
acknowledgment of that stewardship, and 
is rendering that which is holy unto the 
Lord to the Lord’s cause. Josiah Strong 
has made the matter vivid in this fashion: 
“When the priest was consecrated, the blood 
of the ram was put upon the right ear, the 
thumb of the right hand, and the great toe 
of the right foot, to indicate that he should 
come and go, use his hands and powers of 
mind, in short, his entire self, in the service 
of God. These parts of the body were se- 
lected as representative of the whole man. 
The tithe was likewise representative. ‘For 
if the first-fruit be holy, the lump is also 
holy.’ Tithes were devoted to certain uses, 
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specified by God, in recognition of the fact 
that all belonged to Him.” 


As long as a man says that all he has be- 
longs to God, and then does not prove it by 
giving even a tenth part to be used by the 
Lord, for the Lord’s specific work, that 
man says one thing by word of mouth and 
does another by deed of hand. 


Let us not deceive ourselves ‘by thinking 
God has fastened the law of the tithe upon 
us as a burden grievous to be borne. He 
has written the law deep in the fundamen- 
tals of man’s being and make-up, for a holy 
and a divine purpose. We shall bear in 
mind that the heart of the gospel, the very 
soul and center of the good news, is not a 
message which tells us what we have to do 
for God, but one which tells us what God 
does for us. 

If we regard tithing, or any other rule, 
law, or principle, of our giving as some- 
thing we must do for God, then it will bur- 
den and pinch and vex us, and we shall find 
numerous and sundry objections to it. But 
the law of the tithe, by which God would 
finance His earthly Kingdom, is not that by 
which we do something for God; it is that 
by which and through which God is seeking 
to do something for us—for our joy, our 
life, our edification, and our enrichment. 
He longs, works, waits, and wants to make 
us “heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ; if so be that we suffer with 
Him, that we may be also glorified togeth- 
er” (Rom. 8:17). God is seeking through 
the law of the tithe, and other principles 
of liberality and proportionate giving, to 
glorify the ordinary, every-day affairs and 
so bring us through the commonplace, even 
as in the sanctuary, to glorify His name 
and do His holy will. 

The church will have wherewith to do her 
holy and glorious work, and the daily 
drudgery of the humblest child of God will 
be dignified and glorified, when all Chris- 
tians everywhere adapt the plain and un- 
mistakable Scriptural plan of proportionate 
giving. For through this means we come 
to be colaborers together with God. 


3 3 & 
VISIONS 
MRS. ANDREW TREADWELL 


Grasp a faith that goes with you through 
shadow or sun. 

To live your best vision of life true to One. 

You are holding aloft as your standard, that 


men 
Shall read and, your life knowing, may turn 
to Him then. 


For God’s love, truly lived in our hearts, 
shall speak fair, 
The trials of others we gladly will share, 
Till with blessings returned are o’erwhelm- 
ed as with flood, 
And with vision increasing shout, “Glory 
io God.” 
West Windsor, N. Y. 


3 3 & 


Half the warld is on the wrong scent in 
the pursuit of happiness. They think it 
consists in having and getting, and in being 
served by others. It consists in giving and 
in serving others.—Henry Drummond. 











My Dear Mr. Reminder: 

Your unnecessarily 
long and usually unin- 
teresting letter, reach- 
ed me in due time, or 
a little before that, 
maybe, and found me 
busy doing the things 
that need not be done. 
Did you ever notice, 
Mr. Reminder, how 
much time we spend in 
rumpassing around for 
things we do not want; 
in going to stations be- 
fore the time for trains 
to arrive; in meeting committees an hour 
after they should have assembled; in waiting 
for a tardy member of the choir to come who 
cannot sing; in listening to apologies made 
by preachers who ought to have prepared 
their sermons and not their apologies; in 
beginning our letters, “My very dear friend, 
I seat myself with pen in hand to let you 
know that none of us are very well, and 
hope that you are enjoying the same great 
blessing ;” and a great many other solemn 
and important things like unto the ones 
above and beforetime mentioned. I sup- 
pose, Mr. Reminder, that it would be safe 
for me to say that I have spent ten years 
of my precious life and valuable strength 
in hunting for my hat. I have a place for 
everything, and put everything in its place, 
but the place is never where it ought to be 
when I go to look for it. I often find the 
lost article, but the place most often en- 
tirely escapes me. But to return and go 
back to the question of your letter, 


JEDEKIAH 





“How to have an empty church on Sun- 
day evening.” 

Well, now, Mr. Reminder, there are sev- 
eral very good and efficient methods, all of 
which have been approved by experts who 
have not studied them. The one that I 
used for the purpose was the sermonette. 
It is best to get the modern edition. They 
are not so heavy and hard to handle. I 
regard the modern sermonette as the most 
effective of all the ways that have yet been 
tried for the purpose you name. It works 
smoothly, easily, flowery, and never does 
anybody any harm, except those who hap- 
pen to hear it, which many don’t. 

But if the sermonette should not be to 
your liking, you might have the choir to 
select songs that nobody knows, and couldn’t 
sing if they did. In extreme cases, the choir 
should be trained to select new tunes for 
old songs, and to so render them that no- 
body on earth, nor in heaven, could tell 
what they were singing, and then if the ser- 
monette is as unintelligible as the singing, 
and it is likely to be, the house will soon be 
empty, and the preacher will have reached 
the height of popularity. Mr. Reminder, 
if you are really in earnest to have your 
house empty on Sunday evening, you should 
not overlook the above-named well-attested 
methods. 

Then I think, Mr. Reminder, that it 
would be well to try dispensing with the 
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gospel. You know that poor, tired mortals 
who have had temptations, trials, and hard- 
ships six days in the week, do not need any- 
thing to comfort them on the seventh. Men 
and women who have to do with books, ac- 
counts, customers, household duties, the 
care of children, and oftentimes a visit to 
the graveyard, and more often to the doc- 
tors, are especially interested in art, science, 
literature, and the things that make for 
physical comfort here and now. The thought 
of immortality never enters their poor, 
wearied brain, nor their sorrow-stricken 
heart. Make it appear that the moon out- 
shines the sun, and hence culture is supreme 
to Christianity, and your mission is accom- 
plished. The beauty of this method is that 
while it is a bit more expensive than others, 
it works very quickly, and the house is soon 
emptied and left to the preacher alone to 
sweep. I would not recommend this way to 
you until after the others have been tried 
out, for they are likely to succeed to your 
entire satisfaction. 


Then another way which has the approv- 
al of a large number of the disconsolate, is, 
for the preacher to select a subject in which 
he alone is interested. For instance, he has 
been reading a book; no other one has read 
the book. He reviews it. This gives him 
an opportunity to speak for an hour, or 
such a matter, upon a subject in which no 
one but himself is interested, and by the 
time he has satisfied himself, the audience 
is sleepy, and out of heart, and ready for 
a riot, and hails the benediction with great 
and unfeigned pleasure. As you are a great 
reader, Mr. Reminder, this might be your 
best way. Your audience is never large, 
even in good weather, and it would not re- 
quire a very scientific process to accomplish 
what you desire. Set your heart on having 
it done, Mr. Reminder, and it will come to 
pass sooner or later, and most likely sooner. 

And still another way is to have the jan- 
itor close up the house perfectly tight and 
wait until everybody gets sleepy and then 
lower the windows on both sides the build- 
ing, and let a draught pass over their heads. 
Never mind the drafts, Mr. Reminder, 
the doctors will cash them in a day or two, 
and it will go a long way toward accom- 
plishing such a desirable end as you have 
in view. It is a very good thing, too, to see 
to it that the house is hermetically sealed 
as soon as the audience is out from the fore- 
noon service, and kept that way all the 
afternoon. In this case the audience will 
be stupefied, the preacher dullified, and the 
Spirit mortified, and all will leave without 
inspiration, information, or regeneration; 
but no matter, they will have the headache 
and no desire to return. 


But I really think, Mr. Reminder, that 
one of the most commendable ways, after 
all, is for the members of the congregation 
to go to other churches on Sunday evening. 
This will show that they are wholly unsec- 
tarian, and undenominational, and that 
they can feel at home in any church, and 
worship with any people, and believe any 
doctrine, and subscribe to any form, and 
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live in any way, provided it be not strictly 
Christian. The presence of the members at 
other ‘services will soon be noticed by the 
pastors and their people, and it will be men- 
tioned and they will feel flattered. And then 
it helps a great deal, too, for them to studi- 
ously avoid mentioning the name of their 
own pastor, but to always speak of the 
eminent Doctor DeGush, whom they had the 
privilege of hearing on last Sunday even- 
ing. Of course, when you hear of their 
splendid cooperation in your plans, you 
should rise up early and make haste to tell 
them of their good deeds, and thank them 
for their kindly cooperation. You know, 
Mr. Reminder, that it is a very kindly thing 
for the members of the church to leave the 
preacher alone on Sunday evening, especial- 
ly so when he is anxious to fill his house 
with emptiness. Should the other methods 
fail, Mr. Reminder, you may depend upon 
the last one mentioned. It will never fail, 
no, not in this world, neither in the world te. 
come. 

And, Mr. Reminder, I have actually 
known so slight a thing as the unfriendly, 
unsocial habits of the members toward 
strangers to accomplish the desired end im 
a very short time. Of course, we all know 
that the stranger need not be noticed, nor 
the poorly-dressed woman spoken to, nor 
the man in daily attire thanked for his com- 
ing, nor the young man, who is alone in the 
city and away from home, be invited back, 
nor the poor, broken girl, struggling to re- 
gain her character, encouraged, but it will 
help right smart, Mr. Reminder, in empty- 
ing your house on Sunday evening, if your 
people will get in the habit of passing them 
without notice. The habit is a very hard 
one to form, and only the most determined 
can hope to succeed in forming it. It takes 
some time for the selfish, high-toned, aris- 
tocratic professor to get away from his 
burning desire to associate with the poor, 
and his habit of shaking hands with them 
whenever and wherever he meets them, but 
it can be done, and with patience and time 
your whole congregation may be brought 
into line for this neglectful, indifferent atti- 
tude toward the stranger that may tarry 
within your gates while you pray. But 
when it is done you may lie down and sleep, 
for your house will be left to you desolate 
and forsaken, and even more than that, 
maybe. And in this connection it would be 
well for the members to make up their 
minds not to speak to each other oftener 
than necessary; for some to become dis- 
gusted with the church helps some, too, and 
for the members not to speak to the pastor 
about his sermons, goes a mighty long way 
toward removing the congregation to an- 
other tabernacle, and that right early. 


And now, Mr. Reminder, one other thing, 
and then I shall close for this time, with 
the hope of continuing in the next. You 
should neglect the service; you get to think- 
ing of it as a very small affair; as unworthy 
of your time and attention; if you have a 
lecture or Sunday-school-room, take your 
Sunday evening service there; minimize the 
evening service in the minds of your people 
by treating it with indifference yourself; 
there is nothing more effective, nor more 
sure to win than the preacher’s indifference 
to the gospel of Christ. So, after all, Mr. 
Reminder, you have it within your own pow- 
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er to empty your house on Sunday evenings, 
and though your people may not cooperate 
with you, you, single-handed and alone, with 
only the jawbone of an ass, can do all you 
desire to have done. If you should forget 
to write me soon, I shall not feel offended. 
Yours for an empty house on Sunday 
evening, JEDEKIAH. 


P. S. I talked this whole matter over 
with Uncle Sid, but Uncle Sid he was un- 
able to help me, for Uncle Sid he knows 
nothing about an empty house, even when 
it storms. 

Another P. S. An empty house is not the 
only thing about which Uncle Sid does not 
know. 
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Some New Things in the Bible 


By Rev. L. C. Mackey, Sprakers, N. Y. 


“New things do I declare.”—Isa. 42: 9. 


Although the “wise man” has said “there 
is no new thing under the sun” (Eccl. 
1:9), yet we are able to find several “new 
things” of a surpassingly glorious nature, 
by searching the inspired Scriptures of 
eternal truth. 


I. THE NEW COVENANT 


During the long course of the earthly 
ages the Lord God Almighty has conde- 
scended to make several covenants with 
earth’s peoples. This He has done, that He 
might encourage man to turn his back defi- 
nitely and always on that which is evil, put 
his trust in the Lord as His God, and serve 
Him in deed and in truth. For instance, 
there is the covenant made with Noah, after 
the Deluge: “And God spake unto Noah, 
and to his sons with him, saying, and I, 
behold, I, establish my covenant with you, 
and with thy seed after you...... neither 
shall all flesh be cut off any more by the 
waters of a flood....... I do set my bow in 
the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a 
covenant between me and the earth. And it 
shall come to pass when I bring a cloud over 
the earth, the bow shall be seen in the 
cloud” (Gen. 9: 8-14). If it be true, as is 
said, that “a thing of beauty is a joy for- 
ever,” then for no other reason than its 
superior beauty, this age-lasting token of 
God’s covenant with all the earth, should 
cause a feeling of joy to the beholder. But 
there is another and altogether better rea- 
son for joy, in the assurance that our God 
is.a covenant-keeping God. The rainbow is 
a constant reminder of that gladsome fact. 

A few centuries afterward, God made an- 
other covenant, this time with Abram, 
whose name He changed to Abraham. See 
Gen. 12: 1-3; 18: 14-16; 17: 4-9, etc. By re- 
ferring to the Pauline epistles, we are able 
to determine the full nature of God’s cov- 
enant with faithful Abraham (See Gal. 3: 
16, 29, and Rom. 4). The full extent of the 
long-continued, but exceedingly glorious 
promise will be realized by the redeemed 
millions in due time. 

Neither of these covenants have ever be- 
come inoperative. Though hoary with ex- 
treme age, they are not old in the sense of 
being out of date. But there is a covenant 
which has become old and no longer op- 
erative, the Sinaiatic covenant, or the cov- 
enant of the Law. This is superceded by a 
new, and a better covenant (See Heb. 8). 

Under the Mosaic law there was estab- 


lished various sacrifices and ceremonial of-. 


ferings of beasts and birds. Some were 
burnt entire, others were roast with fire, 
etc. The blood was always sprinkled or 
poured out, as a sign and means of recon- 


ciliation of sinful man with the spotlessly- 
pure and holy God, whose just laws he had 
transgressed. However, all those offerings 
under the Law were typical of a more per- 
fect and acceptable sacrifice, when the 
“seed” should come, through whom the 
promises were made. And all those former 
sacrificial offerings were intended but to set 
forth the faith of humanity in the Messianic 
promise, to be fulfilled in due time. 

God has ever been a Covenant-keeper, but 
man has generally been a covenant-breaker. 
Thus said the prophet (Jer. 31:31): “Be- 
hold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I 
will make a new covenant with the house 
of Judah and with the house of Israel, not 
according to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers the day I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt, which my covenant they brake, al- 
though I was an husband to them,” ete. 

Amid thunderings and lightnings, and a 
wonderful display of His omnipotent power, 
God entered into covenant relations with 
His chosen people. He gave them His holy 
law, recorded in Exodus 20. They agreed 
to keep His law inviolate, but they very 
soon broke it, and forgot their sacred con- 
tract. There were periodic reformations, 
but the centuries passed onward in their 
weary round, the chastening hand of the 
Lord falling in merciful judgment upon His 
people. At last, while the types and shad- 
ows contained in the Law were still speak- 
ing eloquently of the “nobler and better 
Sacrifice,” the Christ of God was manifest- 
ed to His chosen race. But “He came to 
his own, and his own received him not.” As 
predicted by the prophet, “their ears were 
dull of hearing, and their eyes have they 
closed, lest they should see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, and understand 
with their hearts, and be converted, and he 
should heal them.” They met the attempt 
of Pilate to release Him with “Crucify 
him! Crucify him!” “His blood be on us, 
and on our children!” “Give unto us Bar- 
rabas.” So they led the Christ forth to 
Calvary, there they nailed Him to the cross. 
There they thrust Him with the cruel spear. 
Was there a display of divine power at 
Sinai? There was a more wonderful mani- 
festation of omnipotence at Calvary. We 
read, “The earth quaked, and the rocks 
rent and many bodies of the saints arose, 
appeared to many, and entered into the holy 
city.” The sun veiled his face to the awful 
and sickening sight of its Maker humiliated 
to the death of the cross, and paying with 
His own life-blood the price of man’s trans- 
gression. But, 


Free from the law, oh, happy condition, 
Jesus hath bled, and there is remission. 
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Cursed by the law, and bruised by the fall, 
Grace hath redeemed us, once for all. 
—P. P. Bliss. 

Over on another mount, the “Dome of the 
rock,” in the great temple on Moriah, there 
was an event of most absorbing and signifi- 
cant interest. Between the “holy place” and 
the “holiest of all,” there hung a veil costly 
and of great thickness and textile strength. 
When the suffering Savior of men, in His 
death agony, said, “It is finished,” “Father, 
into thy hands I commend my Spirit,” “The 
veil of the temple was rent in twain, from 
the top to the bottom.” An authority says 
that thirty yoke of oxen, drawing in oppo- 
site directions, could not have rent it apart. 
The temple made with hands was only the 
figure of the true in heaven itself, but the 
way into heaven must be opened. The fig- 
ure, too, must be completed. The shed blood 
of the divine-human Victim was efficient to 
rend the veil, to open the pearly gates of 
the heavenly city to the entrance of re- 
pentant and redeemed man. 


With this mighty event the New Covenant 
went automatically into effect, a covenant 
of Grace. “The law was given by Moses, 
but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” 
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QUIET INDIFFERENCE 


Quiet indifference is a constant fact. The 
form may change, but the substance is the 
same. Sleepless vigilance is necessary. 
When the work of God is making an earnest 
effort to succeed, indifference will leave it 
to itself. 

We must be doing something to be happy. 
By our indifference and neglect, we may 
stand aloof and see the cause that we pro- 
fess to love, fail, and go down for lack of 
proper support; and then we may, in feign- 
ed innocence “wash our hands” and say we 
are clear in this matter. But will not God 
hold us accountable for such failure, when 
He has already blessed us with the means 
and the opportunity to prevent such a fail- 
ure? 

Our indifference needs to be aroused. The 
spirit of true religion is social and benev- 
olent. The true child of God is not content 
to travel alone to the place which God prom- 
ised to give Him; but invites others to ac- 
company Him. It was no strange event 
when the King of Sodom prostrated himself 
at Abram’s feet. And if all of God’s chil- 
dren were like Abram, the world would pay 
still greater honor to the Church of the liv- 
ing God. L. I. Cox. 

Elon College, N. C. 

ee ee 


Schuyler Colfax, vice-president of the 
United States, said at the dedication of the 
Y. M. C. A. Building in New York: “While 
this association has declined all participa- 
tion in religious quarrels and disputes from 
the start, it wrote only one word on its 
white, pure banner; but it is a word which 
has comforted the poor in his poverty, the 
friendless in his loneliness, the unfortunate 
in his misfortune, and the dying in his last 
struggle. And this one work, which in- 
cludes all that is good and beautiful], glori- 
ous and sublime, pure and noble, is ‘Christ.’ 
Wherever this word is written on the ban- 
ner there is a grand and precious work to 
do, and that is ‘to save the lost.’” 
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A Notable Example 


By Rev. Donald P. Hurlburt, Cuttingsville, Vermont 


THE CHURCH’S PART OF THE WORK 
THIS IS HOME MISSIONS 


But what has all this, which has been 
discussed in a previous paper, and which 
is popularly called “personal evangelism”— 
to do with home missions? 

Why, bless you, this is home missions. 
What could be any more “homey” or any 
more “missionary” than just this that I 
have been writing about? I defy any one 
to draw the line distinctly between home 
missions and personal evangelism. 


IN DETAIL 

“But,” you say, “we have a department 
in the church that we call “home missions,” 
and we have in our conference a home mis- 
sionary organization, and we discuss home 
mission problems and methods and raise 
money to help some churches pay their min- 
isters and keep up the work that they could 
not or would not do without our help.” 

Very well. Let us consider our theme 
from this view-point. It will surely be prof- 
itable. 

The tide of ocean ebbs and flows. Some- 
times it seems as if the sea is so full that 
it will overflow all bounds and flood the 
land. Again, it retires so far that it leaves 
seaweed and sand and slimy rocks exposed 
for some distance, and we almost wonder 
if it will ever come in again. 


FLUCTUATING CHRISTIANS AND CHURCHES 


There are periods of high and low tide 
in the religious experience of some of us. 
Many of us have our ups and downs, more 
or less pronounced, in spite of the criticisms 
that some of us offer as emotional religion. 
These periods of spiritual depression and 
exaltation seem to some of us to be unavoid- 
able, as long as human nature remains as 
it is. And so we need to be on our guard. 
We need to “watch and pray, that we enter 
not into temptation.” 

All this is as true of some churches as it 
is of some individuals. As some individual 
lives have their periods of religious decline, 
so do some churches. Mind you, I am not 
saying that this is unavoidable, in either 
the individual or the church. It is plainly 
the teaching of Scripture that the Christian 
life, individually or collectively, may be one 
long, continuous victory, as was its Foun- 
der’s life. But we are dealing with things 
as they are, not as they ought to be—with 
the real, not the ideal. Just as there is 
such an experience as “backsliding,” as our 
grandparents used to call it, whatever name 
we may apply to it, just so truly there is 
such a thing as a backslidden church. And, 
when a church loses its spirituality and 
reaches the point where it may be said to 
be in a backslidden condition, then it will 
cease home mission effort and personal 
evangelism and withhold financial support 
for the preaching -of the gospel and the 
other running expenses of the church—it 
will abandon one or more of these lines of 
effort and perhaps all of them. Indeed, the 
discontinuance of all soul-winning effort on 
the part of a church is often the first step 
in its backsliding—a cause of such back- 
sliding, rather than a result of it. 


This church is now on the road to dis- 
integration and eventual extinction. There 
is nothing to hold its members together and 
nothing for them to do, and so they drift 
apart and away from Christ. To such a 
church could be sent the same message as 
the one that hath the seven Spirits of God 
and the seven stars sent to the church in 
Sardis—“‘Thou hast a name that thou livest, 
and are dead.” And with the passing of 
such a church many individual souls are 
lost. 


It is when a church is starting on such a 
downward career that the conference home 
missionary society comes into most effective 
operation and provides means whereby a 
pastor can be kept on that needy field and 
the church can be tided over its period of 
depression and sent on its way of soul-win- 
ning and kingdom-building rejoicing. 


DECREASING POPULATION 


Of course, there are other causes beside 
backsliding that contribute more or less to 
the decline of churches and so necessitate 
home missionary effort. One of the most 
fruitful of these here in New England is 
the removal of so large a proportion of our 
active young people to the cities and the 
West, leaving our rural churches depleted 
of enthusiasm and aggressiveness. This is 
a problem indeed, for which no perfectly 
satisfactory solution has yet been discover- 
ed. However, various things can be done 
to mitigate the evil and preserve and 
strengthen the things that remain. 


I shall now refer briefly to my own town, 
as illustrative of certain points which I 
wish to make, because I am more familiar 
with its circumstances than I am with those 
of any other town in New England in which 
we have a Christian church. 


CONCRETE ILLUSTRATION 


In the town of Shrewsbury, Vermont, 
there was in 1880 a population of 1,235. 
Thirty-five years later, in 1915, this had 
fallen to 751—a loss of nearly forty per 
cent. At Cuttingsville, in the southwest 
corner of the town, there is a small Meth- 
odist Episcopal church, where there has 
been a Sunday afternoon service, conducted 
by a minister who resided some eight miles 
away; but this has been discontinued for 
the present, and not even a Sunday-school 
is held. 


The Christian church is the only other 
active church organization in town. Of 
course, our church has keenly felt the loss of 
those who have moved away, but I trust 
we are beginning to recover from it some- 
what. One source of help we have found 
to be those of foreign blood who, although 
of Catholic faith, have united with the 
Christian church, since there is no Catholic 
church within ter or twelve miles, and are 
developing into some of the most active and 
helpful members of the church. Here may 
be offered one solution of this perplexing 
problem of loss of Protestant population 
and church membership in our rural sec- 
tions. Many of the farms are being bought 
by foreigners who, if they can be assimilat- 
ed—and why can they not be?—and thor 





oughly evangelized, will help to build up 
our depleted churches. 

I have found in my own experience that 
these people of alien blood are not so very 
different from the rest of us as some of us 
may imagine. In fact, there are not many 
of us who can look back a great many gen- 
erations without finding that there is an 
admixture of something besides pure 
Yankee in our make-up. So, we can ill 
afford to look down from our imagined 
vantage-point of racial superiority. We can 
better obey the behest of the One who gave 
us the great commission by loving them all 
and endeavoring to win them, as Paul did. 


Nor need their religion necessarily stand 
in the way of their salvation. If theirs is 
what is known as the Catholic faith, it is 
either a saving faith to them or it is not. 
If it is and they have no church home near, 
let us—kindly but not patronizingly— invite 
them to unite with the Christian Church— 
the church home for all Christian people. 
And, if their faith in Jesus is not salutary, 
because so saturated with superstition and 
bigotry, then let us—kindly but not patro- 
nizingly—teach them the better faith. We 
certainly need not ignore them, as though 
they were so many cattle. If we neglect or 
ignore the foreigners on our own shores, 
while sending missionaries to the foreigners 
across the sea—what queer, foolish people 
we are, to be sure! 


THE GREAT UNCHURCHED 


Another point in this connection to which 
I wish to call your attention is this: There 
are still sections right here in New England 
that are practically unreached by the 
church. This may surprise some, but it is 
true, nevertheless; and a standing disgrace 
and challenge to the Church it is. I discov- 
ered one such recently, just over the moun- 
tain from my own field in another town— 
a hamlet larger than that in which I preach, 
in which the people have the reputation of 
being intelligent and united in community 
spirit. At present I think an Episcopal rec- 
tor drives to this place once a month, if 
the weather is favorable, and holds a serv- 
ice, which very few attend, as I am told, 
because the ritualistic forms and very brief 
unevangelistic sermons do not appeal to the 
rank and file of the people. I understand 
that this rector intends to leave his parish 
soon. I have tried to so plan my work that 
I could hold meetings in this section, but 
it seems to be out of the question at pres- 
ent, for a mountain intervenes between 
North Shrewsbury and this place and the 
road over this mountain, some four miles 
long, has but a single inhabited house upon 
it—near this end—and often for months at 
a time in winter not a vehicle passes over it. 


THE LAST FAMILY 


This problem of outlying neighborhoods 
is a large one. Not long since I heard the 
rural secretary, I think he was called, of 
the New York State Sunday-School Asso- 
ciation, discuss it, and I know what he said 
is true, and ever since the needs of these 
people have been weighing on me. He 
stated that he once visited with the pastor 
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the last family of his parish in a certain 
direction, three miles from the church build- 
ing. Later, with another pastor on a neigh- 
boring charge he visited his last family, 
three miles from his church building, in the 
direction of the first church. But these two 
churches were eight miles apart, and three 
and three only make six. In other words, 
there was a strip of territory, two miles 
wide or wider, lying between those two 
churches—territory inhabited by people of 
much the same character as those living 
nearer the churches, but who never went 
to church anywhere and who had practical- 
ly no religious influence whatever exerted 
over their lives. 


SUB-HEATHEN 


Why, in my own town there are whole 
school districts where the people—good peo- 
ple, too, as the world counts goodness—as 
far as real, gospel salvation is concerned, 
might as well be living in the heart of 
Africa or Tibet. Indeed, I am not sure but 
that it would be an advantage to them, if 
they did, because then we would get anxious 
about them and would try to send them mis- 
sionaries, so that they might be converted. 
Of course, they would feel greatly insulted, 
if they should be called heathen, or classed 
with the Chinese or African bushmen; and 
they are not real heathen, because they 
know something about Jesus Christ, even if 
they do not know Him as their personal 
Savior. Indeed, in a very real sense, they 
are worse than the heathen: because a poor, 
benighted Hottentot in the interior of South 
Africa, or a Manchu, in the north of China, 
who has never heard of Christ, is not to 
blame for his ignorance, whatever else he 
may be responsible for; but a man right 
here in these civilized United States—right 
here in the heart of cultured New England, 
who has heard of Jesus and His power to 
save—and they have all heard of Him—but 
who refuses to accept Him as his Savior, 
or to submit himself to any religious influ- 
ence whatever—such a man ought to be 
compelled in some way to listen to some 
good, plain gospel teaching! 

I have been trying ever since I came to 
my present charge to do something for such 
people, but pressure of other duties and lack 
of suitable means of conveyance have large- 
ly kept me from carrying out what I have 
repeatedly planned to do. Nevertheless, it 
seems at times as if the good Lord was look- 
ing down on me and my field in infinite com- 
passion and asking, “Lovest thou me?” and 
answering my affirmative with the com- 
mand, “Feed my sheep!” 


OUR RESPONSIBILITY 

Brother M. T. Lamb, in his wonderful 
little booklet, Won by One—which, by the 
way, I most earnestly beg every one of you 
to read—states that statistics show that 
about one person in every four of the hun- 
dred million living in the United States is 
a member of a Protestant church. Of 
course, I do not wish to imply that all mem- 
bers of Protestant churches are Christians, 
nor that all Christians are members of Prot- 
estant churches. These figures are a mere 
approximation, as far as real Christianity 
is concerned, as all will admit. But this is 
entirely aside from the real question. The 
question I want to ask you, as I ask myself, 
is, What is to become of the other three- 


fourths or two-thirds, or whatever the real 
ratio may be? And another question is, 
What is our responsibility in this matter? 
And another, What are we doing to try 
to save them? Are we trying to carry the 
gospel message to these perishing ones? If 
not, why not? 

This is not like foreign mission work. It 
does not require any elaborate planning or 
extensive outlay of money to carry the gos- 
pel to these our townspeople. We do not 
need to send missionaries far across the 
sea to them. Our missionaries—many of 
them—are near at hand—those who are al- 
ready saved through faith in Him. And so, a 
little money can be made to go a long way, 
if properly applied. 


PLANS 

Let me suggest a few simple plans. 

Organize Sunday-schools in many, if not 
in all, the school districts in your town. 
Permission to use the schoolhouses for such 
purposes can generally be obtained without 
difficulty. See that occasional preaching 
services are held in them also, when time 
and opportunity are favorable, with good, 
live gospel sermons, seeking the conviction 
and conversion of souls, and be sure the 
invitation is given and in a simple and win- 
some manner. Hold prayer-meetings in the 
homes of the people. Many will be glad to 
have you do so. And make them real meet- 
ings for prayer and power. And, since the 
best of ministers can be in but one place at 
a time, employ the laymen—yes, and the 
laywomen—for this work. It will give them 
something definite to do in the way of 
Christian work—a crying need of the 


‘Church to-day. And it will help to win the 


men—another crying need of the Church to- 
day—because the men will not unite with 
a church in which they are given nothing 
to do. People want to work and suffer and 
sacrifice for a cause they love. And the 
more they work and suffer and sacrifice for 
it, the more they will love it. 

Do you think I am asking too much? Do 
you say all this will take too much time 
and effort? 

Of course, you have heard that old story 
of the color-bearer in the Civil War who ran 
far ahead of his regiment and planted the 
colors on the breastworks of the enemy. 
The regiment were alarmed for his safety 
and that of their precious ensign. “Bring 
back the colors!” they shouted. “Bring back 
the colors to the line!” 

“No!” he responded. 
to the colors!” 

They brought the line up to the colors, 
and the breastworks were taken and the 
battle was won. 

Brothers and sisters, come, let us plant 
our colors—the blessed, blood-stained ban- 
ner of our Captain—on the very breast- 
works of the adversary. And then let us 
turn back toward our comrades in this 
greatest of wars—all the brothers and sis- 
ters in our churches—and let us shout, 
“Bring your line up to the colors!” And 
the breastworks will be taken; and our great 
Captain Jesus will crow, us)-with eternal 
chaplets of victory. : 
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DRAW UP THE BLIND 


You say it is dark around you, 
And the stars you cannot see; 
But the light of love has found you, 
The sunshine full and free; 
Then why do you sigh in the darkness? 
And why do you weep within? 
Just draw up the blind, my brother, 
And let the sunshine in! 


Tis the light of a love undying, 
Though a love that died for thee— 

That turns to songs the sighing, 
And makes us glad and free; 

Then why do you toil and struggle, 
Seeking the light to win? 

Just draw up the blind, my brother, 
And let the sunshine in! 


Can you go up to heaven, 
To bring the daylight down? 

Can you with toil unceasing 
Purchase the golden crown? 

Vain is your weak endeavor, 
The Blood atones for sin; 

Then draw up the blind, my brother, 
And let the sunshine in! 


Believe the love of Jesus, 
That it is all your own; 
Believe the word of Jesus, 
Faith lifts us to a throne; 
Believe the power of Jesus, 
He will thy battles win; 
Then draw up the blind, my brother, 
And let the sunshine in! 
HENRY Burton, D. D. 
West Kirby, England. 
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SHALL WE UNDERTAKE IT? 
BY ROBINSON ASHBY 


In reading Brother F. G. Bell’s open let- 
ter to the officers of The American Chris- 
tian Convention, I was reminded of this 
incident: 

Many years ago, in one of my pastorates, 
I received a very intelligent lady into the 
church, who proved to be a very faithful, 
devoted Christian. Some years after, she 
and her husband moved to Kansas. 

Three years ago I met her in Illinois. I 
inquired of her if she was still living a 
Christian life, and she answered, “Yes,” 
and that she was a member of the Christian 
church in the town of I told her 
we didn’t have a church in that town, and 
that it must be the Disciple church. She 
replied, “No, indeed, it is not,” and that her 
pastor had told her that he knew Bro. Ash- 
by well, and she gave his name. I said to 
her, “We have no minister of that name 
who belongs to the Christian Church,” and 
still she would not be convinced. 

Finally I said, “I have a question to ask,” 
and that her answer would settle the con- 
troversy: “Do you have communion every 
Lord’s Day?” She very promptly answered, 
“Yes, sir.” 

Now, this is just a sample of what has 
been going on for many years. 

Disciple ministers have gone into hun- 
dreds of towns and cities and organized 
churches under the name Christian, with 
the Bible as their only creed, and have de- 
ceived thousands of good people: who have 
united with the church, believing it was the 
Christian Church. 

Now I am in favor of having The Ameri- 
can Christian Convention, at its next ses- 
sion, start a movement that will compel the 





_ Disciple Church to take their own legitimate 
. name, and also to change the name in the 


fitle of all their church property. 
ll who are in favor of this say, “Amen.” 
ebanon, Ind. 
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Money is an indispensable necessity. It 
would be impossible to conduct the commer- 
cial affairs of the world without the cur- 
rency called money. There is no sin in 
being rich, if we can be rich and be honest. 
The 
coin itself is as innocent as a baby, but the 
‘sin is in the human heart—not in the 
money. Sin that is so often in the human 
heart stains that pure coin with blood, and 


There is no sin in the actual dollar. 


it is therefore called blood money. Money 
is the price that we pay for what we pur- 
chase. Without money we can neither buy 
nor sell, hence the eyes of the world are 
not fixed upon the thing bought or the thing 
sold, but the price paid for it. In other 
words, the heart of the world, or the eyes 
of the world, are fixed on the mighty dollar, 
for with it we conduct the commercial af- 
fairs of the nation, and nations, of the 
earth. In view of this commercial condi- 
tion, God proposes Himself as a business 
partner to all men, individually and nation- 
ally, and as a suggestive partner. He calls 
attention individually and nationally to the 
unchangeable law governing all things, 
whether in the material world or in the spir- 
itual world. He wants His partner to rec- 
ognize that this unchangeable law, govern- 
ing all things, and the rule of that law, 
governing all things, shall be the basis of 
their business operation—“That whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” We 
expect to reap what we have’ sown, and in 
proportion as we have sown. We expect 
dividends from the amount of our invest- 
ment, and no more. If a farmer sows corn, 
he will look for corn, and he will reap corn. 
If wheat, he will reap wheat. If we, as a 
people, sow whiskey, we will reap drunk- 
ards. If we sow revelry we will reap fallen 
sons and daughters, broken homes, and 
blighted lives. Sow bad, reap bad; sow 
good, reap good; sow covetousness, reap 
corruption, ruin and ruin forever; sow lib- 
erally, and reap the rewards of this life and 
the life to come. 

Now, as to God’s first proposition as our 
prospective partner. If He enters into part- 
nership with you, this will be one of the 
rules of the company. “Them that honor 
me, I will honor, and they that despise me 
shall be lightly esteemed.” That is natural. 
A man will honor his friends first. If you 
have any favors to confer, you will certain- 
ly confer these favors upon your best 
friends. Let us illustrate this business 
proposition of God. Here are two stores, 
side by side. One has a notice over the 
desk, “Positively no Credit.” Over the next 
door of the grocery, “Will give ten to thirty 
days’ time.” You will spend your money as 
rapidly as you receive it from your weekly 
labor at the Cash Store. But the day 
comes when sickness enters your home, and 
you are in need. Then you ask the credit 
man for time. He looks at you and smiles 
and says, “Sir, you have spent your income 
for twenty years with my competitors, with 
‘one who has been trying to break down my 
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HOW TO MAKE MONEY 


By Rev. R. Lee Kirkland, 
Newmarket, Ontario 
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business. You have never honored me with 
one bill of purchase. Why should you ask 
me now for favors? The favors that I have 
to confer are reserved for my friends.” 
That’s God’s position, and that’s God’s rule 
of business. He has kept this rule since the 
creation of the world, and he will keep it 
forever. If we spent our money and time 
in the service of the devil, then when old 
age, disease, and want come upon us, why 
should we expect God to remember us? 

How may we honor the Lord? “Honor the 
Lord with your substance, and with the first 
fruits of all thine increase. So shall thy 
barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses 
shall burst out with new wine” (Prov. 3: 9). 
In other words, give God the best you have, 
and the first of all your increase. Don’t 
gather your fruit and sell it and wait until 
the frost bites what you can’t sell, and then 
gather a few rotten apples, wormy peaches, 
and frozen potatoes, and try to stick them 
off on the Almighty as an offering. But 
give of the first sales of your orchards, your 
fields, your stock, and of all your increase 
upon the farm or in the store or bank. 
Doubt and your covetousness says, “Do that, 
and it is gone to the bats, and you will 
never see it again,” but God, who cannot lie, 
says, “Do that and thy barns shall be filled 
with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out 
with new wine.” Listen, beloved! Did you 
eversee or hear of a more profitable offer 
than this? You have the firm of Eternity 
behind this offer. The light of the eternal 
world will be extinguished, and the grave of 
your Master will be dug before this offer 
proves untrue! If you are grouping around, 
living from hand to mouth, with scarcely 
business enough to pay your rent, it is be- 
cause of your own covetousness and cow- 
ardice. Launch out, and prove the Al- 
mighty. If you have never taken God as 
your partner, take Him to-day. He is rich 
in houses and lands. He holds the wealth 
of the world in His hands! His bank has 
never failed! 

The Lord says, “Give and it shall be given 
unto you again, good measure, shaken to- 
gether, pressed down, and running over. 
For with the same measure ye mete withal 
shall it be measured to you again.” The 
old-fashioned way of measuring corn was 
the barrel measure. A barrel of corn, shaken 
together, pressed down, and running over, 
was a bushel, but ofttimes the purchaser 
was ignorant of the system of measuring, 
and accepted the barrel, as first filled, for a 
bushel, and the seller thought he had skin- 
ned the purchaser out of fifty per cent., 
but by and by the purchaser found out he 
had been defrauded, and compelled the sell- 
er to make good his fraud. If there is any- 
thing that will make the angels weep, and 
the devil laugh, it is to see a rich man drop 
in a copper and say, “Here goes the wid- 
ow’s mite.” Listen, see the proposition 
again. Give, and it shall be given unto 
you again. Not that you may find it in case 
some fellow might lose it, but you shall re- 
ceive it. Neither will you have to wait for 
somebody to die to will it to you, but God 
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BE NOT DECEIVED; GOD IS NOT 
MOCKED; FOR WHATSOEVER A 
MAN SOWETH, THAT SHALL HE 
ALSO REAP.—GAL. 6: 7. 


will send it to you from His inexhaustible 
fountain of riches. 

Some years ago I was preaching for a 
small church, and receiving but little com- 
pensation. There came to my house one 
day a brother preacher. He was a stranger 
to me, but this was his story: He had given 
up a good salary to carry the message of 
the Cross to the rural districts. His work, 
financially, was a failure. He did not re- 
ceive enough to buy clothes. He was now 
tatter-clad. The soles of his shoes were 
about to fall off. He had neither money 
nor friends that could come to his relief. 
However, he held a proposition from a col- 
lege, offering him a position as teacher of 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, but he had no 
money to take him there, nor suitable 
clothes to appear in. I had two suits—one 
a fine broadcloth, just tailored. The other 
a six-dollar suit. I heard a still, small 
voice within me, saying, “Give the man the 
new suit.” I wrestled with the voice, but 
it conquered. I took the suit into my study. 
I laid it on the table and said, “Try this on.” 
But, deep down in my heart, manlike, the 
flesh was fighting against the spirit, and 
saying, “I hope it won’t fit.” Bnt it was 
a perfect fit. I handed him my new Stetson 
hat, just the thing for him. I knew my 
patent-leather shoes wouldn’t fit him, but, 
strange to say, they were a perfect fit. I 
said, “My brother, these are yours.” The 
happy look that was on that man’s face I 
will take to the Judgment with me. I took 
him to the train, got his ticket, and bade him 
good-by. As I returned to my study, doubt 
said, “You have made a fool of yourself,” 
but I was determined to prove God. That 
day a physician, a friend of mine, fifty 
miles away, went into his office, and God 
said, “Write a check for ten dollars.” He 
wrote it for five, but God said, “Ten!” and 
on and on until the fifth check was written 
—then he wrote it for ten. When he sent 
it to me he asked me what it meant. I knew 
that God was proving His Word. The next 
day a gentleman called for me to marry 
him, and he paid me ten dollars. In a few 
days an infidel banker of the town came in- 
to my office and said that the Committee 
had sent him to employ me to deliver the 
Fourth of July address and gave me ten 
dollars for it. I saw God so clearly in it 
all, and felt Him so near me, that I bowed 
my head over the desk and sobbed like a 
child. I then told the infidel the story. It 
affected him, I saw tears running down his 
face, and without a word he turned and 
went out of my room. [ laid away the un- 
expected money, and at the end of thirty 
days I was able to have made two tailored 
suits, the finest I had ever worn. 

Not only is it profitable to be honest with 
God, but it does not pay to be dishonest 
with God. “Will a man rob God? Yet ye 
have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have 
we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 
Ye are cursed with a curse, for ye have 
robbed me, even this- whole nation. Bring 
ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be meat in mine house, and prove 
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me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts 
if I will not open you the windows of heav- 
en, and pour you out a blessing, and there 
shall not be room enough to receive it. And 
I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, 
and he shall not destroy the fruits of your 
ground, neither shall your vine cast her 
fruit before the time in the field saith the 
Lord of hosts” (Mal. 3: 8-19). It doesn’t 
pay, brother, to rob God. You may rob 
Him, but He knows it, and God will let you 
go on stealing from Him. You may think 
He has forgotten it, but one day He will 
send His collecting agent. Then you will 
have to pay it all back at once. I have seen 
Him lift His hands over the fields, and the 
grain fell to earth before the time. I have 
seen Him lift His hands over a herd of 
cattle and sheep, and they perished in the 
field. I have seen Him go into the home, 
and go from room to room and bed to bed, 
lifting His heavy hands over the members 
of the family, and one by one they went 
away, never to come back any more. And 
at last I have seen Him place His hands 
on a man’s health, and take that. Yea, 
like a banker with a mortgage, he foreclosed 
it. Brother, have you heen robbing God? 
Pay Him, and pay quickly. It cost my 
country more than a billion dollars per year 
to support her eight hundred thousand 
paupers, three hundred and fifty thousand 
criminals, thirty-five thousand idiots, and to 
bury one hundred thousand drunkards. All 
because of the little money they get from 
the whiskey license. 

The last thought—it is a great privilege 
to give to the Lord. “Then shall the King 
say unto them on His right hand, Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world: for I was an hungered, and 
ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I 
was sick, and ye visited me: I was in pris- 
on, and ye came unto me. Then shall the 
righteous answer, saying, Lord, when saw 
we thee an hungered, and fed thee, or 
thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw 
we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or 
naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we 
thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 
And the King shall answer and say unto 
them, Verily, I say unto you, inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these, my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me” (Matt. 25: 34-41). I wonder, brother, 
if I have ever had the honor of having my 
Master sit down at my humble table. I 
wonder if I have ever invited the Master, 
cold and tired, footsore with the journey of 
life, to come into my house and rest and 
warm by my fire. I wonder if on that day 
I gave that poor brother my suit I was 
giving it to my Master! I wonder if I have 
ever had the pleasure of dividing my salary 
with Him! I wonder if I have ever had 
the honor of entering His sick-room, and 
then and there giving Him words of com- 
fort and cheer! Oh, I wonder if I ever 
stood face to face with God, dividing with 
Him my substance. If there were no other 
blessings promised to the servants of God, 
but this one, it would, of itself, be enough 
to inspire me on to the Judgment. 

This well-known story of Miram Reed, 
the great pastor of Denver, has made its 
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rounds over the world. Mr. Reed had a 
mania for dividing his salary with the poor, 
and thus always kept himself embarrassed. 
Winter was on, the weather was cold, and 
the Ladies’ Aid Society of the church gave 
him a very fine overcoat. He came home 
one night without the overcoat. His wife 
said, “Mr. Reed, where is your overcoat?” 
“Well, as I was coming home I found a poor 
fellow hugging'up under a gas lamp in the 
storm. He had no money and no place to 
stay, so 1 gave him my coat.” This greatly 
wounded Mrs. Reed, but that night Dr. Reed 
had a glorious vision. He dreamed that the 
Judgment Day had come, and when the 
Judge of all the earth appeared upon His 
throne, strange to say, He had on Dr. 
Reed’s overcoat. Mr. Reed’ said to Him, 
“Master, isn’t that my overcoat?” “Yes, it 
is yours.” “But how did you get it?” “Do 
you remember last night giving this over- 
coat to a poor, outcast man of the world, 
freezing and shivering in the storm? Well, 
that was me. As oft as ye did it unto the 
least of these, my brethren, ye did it unto 
me.” Then said the Judge eternal, “Come 
up higher, servant of God, and of humanity, 
and I will give you robes eternal, and ye 
shall walk with me in white.” Brother, did 
you know that God was keeping an account 
of all your good deeds, gathering up your 
seeds of kindness, bottling up your tears, 
recording your holy sighs, and one day His 
blessed book of remembrance will be opened, 
and opened forever, and that day will be 
the day of eternal reward. No wonder Paul 
cried, “Come, even so come, Lord Jesus, 
come!”—Christian Vanguard. 
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CONSIDER, BRETHREN 


If a proposition were made to cut down 
the salaries of all of our ministers by one- 
half, very few of our churches would listen 
to it for a moment. They would at once say 
that their pastors receive too little already, 
and instead of a cut, there should be an in- 
crease. . 

But, as a fact, most ministers’ salaries 
have been reduced from twenty-five to fifty 
per cent., or even more, during the past two 
years. It takes at least two dollars now, 
to buy what one would have purchased two 
years ago. Some authorities even give the 
figures as three to one. Reducing the pur- 
chasing power of the dollar is as sure a 
way to reduce a salary, as to give fewer 
dollars. 


In such a change of values, the salaried 
man is always the first. to suffer, and the 
last to obtain relief. The producing classes 
pay more for what they buy, but they get 


more dollars for their product. Wage- 


earners are likely to share in the increased 
power of their product to purchase, espe- 
cially in the occupations where the workers 
are organized. Even salaried men in in- 
dustrial and commercial lines stand a 
chance of a “raise.” But the classes that 
are only indirectly productive, like school- 
teachers and clergymen, are the last to be 
considered. And when the compensation is 
barely up to the minimum of a “living 
wage” before, imagine what an automatic 
reduction of from twenty-five to fifty per 
cent. must mean! : 
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Not that the ministers are complaining. 
I know of none in the circle of my acquaint- 
ance who have even whimpered. But the 
inevitable result of the present tendency, 
which economists assure us is not likely to 
be checked in the near future, will be to 
cause great hardship to many faithful men 
or even to force them out of the ministry 
altogether, in order to find bread for their 
families. The only remedy is for the 
churches to share the burden with their 
pastors. Even though the present condition 
be only temporary, relief is needed, as very 
few ministers have a surplus from which to 
draw in an emergency. The matter should 
not be neglected until a crisis in the finan- 
cial affairs of the minister compels him to 
call the attention of the church to the dis- 
tressing condition that confronts him. The 
churches themselves should be quick to ex- 
ercise a little Christian forethought, and 
meet the situation in a brotherly fashion. 
Such action will save many ministers from 
discouragement, and even from disaster, 
and maintain their efficiency and usefulness. 
OLIVER W. POWERS. 
Dayton, Ohio. 
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THE LAW OF LIBERTY 


BY HENRY CHURCHILL KING, D. D., 
President of Oberlin College 


There is a widespread menacing tendency 
to forget that self-control is a prime con- 
dition of everything that is worth while in 
life. There is much talk of so-called per- 
sonal liberty, that really means liberty to 
make conditions far harder for both person- 
al and social progress. It cannot be justly 
claimed that industrial workers in general 
are fairly sharing in the joint product of 
labor and capital. How certainly the selfish 
lawlessness of the capitalistic class fruits 
either in the selfish lawlessness of other 
classes or in the determination to bring all 
business under State control, is witnessed 
by the conservative Railway Age Gazette: 


The real leaders of socialism in this coun- 
try are such men as Charles S. Mellen, B. 
F. Yoakum, and the directors of the New 
Haven, Frisco, and other roads, who are 
too crooked, cowardly, indolent, or incapable 
to perform the duties of their positions. 


Nevertheless, selfish force cannot bring 
the emancipation of any class. Not even if 
they could be certainly successful in the use 
of force, could the emancipation so come. 
We are learning that the unspeakable folly 
of war is that it settles nothing; that, after 
all the fighting is over the real solution 
must be reached in other more rational 
ways. Let the Balkans bear witness: In- 
tolerable slaughter and suicide of nations, 
and absolutely nothing of value accomplish- 
ed. Any cause is safe in just the degree 
in which it has really won the conviction of 
men. The real victory of a cause, therefore, 
absolutely requires education, persuasion, 
and the free choosing of the new goal. The 
forced victory, even if possible, thus is a 
cheap and insecure victory; the more funda- 
mental and difficult task still remains. The 
selfish, lawless class victory that willingly 
ignores all other human interests just be- 
cause it is selfish and lawless, cannot abide. 
“Nothing is settled until it is settled right,” 
is still good doctrine, and more true now 
than ever. 
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News of General Interest in the Secular World 


The British government is negotiat- 
ing for the purchase of the entire wheat 
crop of Canada, it has been announced. 
Great Britain bought the Australian wheat 
crop last year. 

Brazil has the deepest mine works in 
the world. The depth of one mine is 5,826 
feet and will probably be made as deep as 
7,626 feet, as the vein shows no sign of 
losing its size or value. 

President Wilson nominated Hunter 
Liggett, now a brigadier-general in the 
army, as a major-general, to take the place 
made vacant by the recent death of Major- 
General Frederick Funston. 

The U. S. Supreme Court upholds the 
compensation laws of three States, the in- 
dustrial insurance law of Washington, the 
New York State compulsory law, and the 
Iowa voluntary compensation law. 
Ambassador Gerard and his party 
arrived at Havana, March 11. He was to 
leave there Monday morning, March 12, for 
Key West, Fla., on board the steamship 
Governor Cobb. The voyage from Corunna, 
Spain, was without incident. 

Four States are claiming the citizen- 
ship of Mrs. Hetty Green, in order to obtain 
the income tax on her estate. She was a 
resident of New York for fifty years before 
her death, therefore New York claims her 
as having been a citizen of that State. 
The United States has contributed 
more than nine million dollars to Belgian 
relief, is the statement made by the com- 
mission for relief in Belgium at New York. 
Approximately two hundred and fifty mil- 
lion dollars have been spent by the com- 
mission in Belgium and northern France. 


The Federal Grand Jury, which has 
been investigating the high cost of food and 
fuel in New York, returned two indictments 
recently, naming as defendants in the first, 
108 corporations and fifty-five individuals, 
and in the second, ten corporations and six- 
teen individuals in the business of pro- 
ducing or selling coal. 

The State Board of Health of Ohio 
will be abolished and a State Health Com- 
missioner will be appointed and an advisory 
council of five members. Members of the 
advisory council will receive $100 a year 
and their expenses, and will select the 
Health Commissioner and fix his salary. 
The advisory council will be appointed by 
the governor. . 

Retail food prices in the United 
States advanced nineteen per cent. in the 
year ending January 15, as shown in sta- 
tistics prepared by the Bureau of Labor. 
The increase was greater than for the three 
years previous combined. Every food staple 
except coffee and tea advanced during the 
year. Onions and potatoes led with in- 
creases of more than fifty per cent. 

In 1864, Congress authorized the 
coinage of a new two-cent piece, bearing 
the words, “In God We Trust,” a motto 
suggested by a farmer. Then in 1865, Con- 
gress enacted a law that the motto should 
be added to the devices of other coins 
“whenever practicable.” Thus it is to-day 
that on our coins we have the familiar motto 



































which was taken from The Star-Spangled 
Banner: “And this be our motto, ‘In God 
is our trust.’ ” 

Preliminary reports to the Treasury 
Department from every section of the coun- 
try since March 1 indicate that the govern- 
ment will collect three hundred million dol- 
lars in income taxes during the current fis- 
cal year, or about two and one-half times 
as much as during the preceding twelve 
months. In all, the internal revenue receipts 
are expected to exceed $700,000,000, an in- 
crease of nearly $200,000,000. Most of the in- 
crease is due to the higher rate of taxation 
provided for by Congress last September. 
A “suitcase” laboratory, a model of 
compactness, has been devised by the Mel- 
lon Institute of Industrial Research, in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., for the use of laundry- 
men in testing the materials that they use. 
The suitcase contains a number of different 
vessels for holding chemicals which are used 
to test the hardness of the water, the pres- 
ence of damaging chemicals which a laun- 
dryman uses in cleansing linens, and by use 
of chemistry impurities are eliminated and 
thus the wear of washing on linen is min- 
imized. 

Count Zeppelin died March 8, at 
Charlottenburg, near Berlin. He became 
famous at the age of seventy as the builder 











of the world’s first practical dirigible bal- 


loon. On his seventy-fifth birthday he nav- 
igated his twentieth airship to celebrate the 
occasion. But before he had achieved fame 
he had devoted a half-century of his life, 
exhausted his personal fortune of $750,000, 
and sacrificed a brilliant career as a Ger- 
man cavalry leader, in conquering the air. 
It was in the United States that Count Zep- 
pelin made his first balloon ascension. 


A tornado swept over central-eastern 
Indiana late in the afternoon of Sunday, 
March 11, killing more than a score of per- 
sonos at Newcastle, Indiana, and two chil- 
dren in Wayne County. The total number 
of injured will run over 200, some of whom 
are probably fatally hurt. The damage will 
total well over a million dollars at New- 
castle and several thousand dollars in 
Wayne County. The storm crippled wire 
communication throughout the east-central 
part of the State and reports from the 
storm were meager and hard to obtain. 
Help was sent to Newcastle by the sur- 
rounding cities, as well as by cities farther 
away. 








Bagdad, the chief Turkish city in 
Mesopotamia, and formerly the capital of 
the Caliphs, has been captured by the Brit- 
ish forces under General Maude. Bagdad’s 
capture marks the climax to.one of the most 
dramatic and picturesque phases of the 
world war. The city which has fallen to 
the British arms links the present to a past 
so distant that it is semi-fabulous. The 
known history of Bagdad reaches back for 
more than 4,000 years to the shadowy times 
of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, a quay 
built by the Scriptural monarch still exist- 
ing submerged in the Tigris. Within its 
precincts there also still stands the tomb 
of the Jewish prophets Joshua, Ezra, and 
Ezekiel, and the well of Daniel. 





President Wilson ordered the arming 
of American merchant ships against Ger- 
many’s ruthless submarine warfare, and 
at the same time issued a proclamation 
calling for an extra session of Congress to 
meet April 16. The President has been ill 
with a severe cold. 


General Venustiana Carranza was 
elected President of Mexico by what is be 
lieved to have been the largest vote ever 
cast in the republic. The estimated vote 
cast runs all the way from several hundred 
thousand to a million. Many of the old 
residents declare that this was the first real 
election ever held in the country. Mexico 
will now have a constitutional president for 
the first time since 1911. The election was 
simplified by the fact that there is no vice 
president under the new constitution. 


The railway brutherhoods told the 
railroad conference committee at New York, 
Thursday, March 15, that if an agreement 
is not reached this week for the establish: 
ment of an eight-hour basic day, with time 
and one-half for overtime, strike orders will 
become effective. The demands are just 
what they were last fall when President 
Wilson averted a strike after the call was 
out, by inducing Congress to pass the 
Adamson Law, which never has been put 
into effect, pending a decision on its con- 
stitutionality by the Supreme Court. There 
is every indication that the President is 
prepared to move again if it becomes ap- 
parent that the nation, facing the gravest 
international crisis of its history, is about 
to have its transportation facilities par- 
alyzed. The brotherhoods advised the 
President a week previous to March 15 that 
should the nation become involved in war, 
the railroads will cooperate with the gov- 
ernment in every possible way. 











The bill for vocational education has 
been one of the big things of the session of 
Congress ending March 4. It was passed 
by the Senate last summer and by the 
House in January. It is the greatest single 
piece of educational legislation the Federal 
government has ever enacted. The measure 
provides for the granting of money from 
the Federal Treasury to the States for stim- 
ulating vocational education in agriculture 
and in the trades, industries, and domestic 
arts. Starting with an appropriation of 
close to two million dollars, the government 
will before long be giving over seven million 
dollars every year to aid in vocational edu- 
cation. Under the plan the money paid. out 
by the government is to be divided among 
the States, and for each dollar received 
from the government, the State is to spend 
an equal amount for the same purpose, be- 
sides meeting all cost of buildings, equip- 
ment, and maintenance. The money will 
also be used for training teachers of agri- 
cultural, industrial, and domestic subjects. 
None but public schools are to be aided by 
the government, and the instruction in them 
must be of less than college adh. This 
instruction is to be designed to prepare 
boys and girls over fourteen years for use- 
ful or profitable employment in agriculture, 
in the trades and industries, and in homa 
economics.—Farm and Fireside. 
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In last week’s HERALD was a statement 
concerning a letter mailed out in the inter- 
est of better efficiency in the ministry and 
officers of our Church. It is surprising how 
little interest is really taken in the things 
which we ourselves do. The wonder is that 
we live at all, and much more the wonder 
that we accomplish as much as we do. The 
secret of our success in the midst of so 
much indifference is the whole-souled co- 
operation and unadulterated loyalty of 
many of our ministers and church officers. 


In writing about the appeal, one pastor 
says: “I am ordering this half-dozen An- 
nuals in response to Doctor Burnett’s let- 
ter.” 

Another writes, saying: “In answer would 
say that our church clerk always keeps The 
Christian Annual handy. She has the 1917 
Annual and wants them so that she can look 
up calls, as well as ministers coming from 
Christian (?) churches.” 

And another one says: “I have done all 
you have asked me to do concerning The 
Christian Annual, and assure you that he 
will have one in his hand as soon as The 
Christian Publishing Association can get it 
to him.” 

And another says: “Replying to yours 
concerning The Christian Annual, will say 
that our church clerk has The Annuals 
since 1904. He will order the new one at 
once.” 

And another says: “I also have your 
letter concerning The Christian Annual, 
and in reply would say that I carry The 
Annual with me and talk it up wherever I 
can. I hope I shall succeed in getting some 
of the church clerks to see its value. I 
consider it one of the indispensable tools of 
my ministry,” . 
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And another says: “P. S. In J. F. B.’s 
letter he thinks that each clerk should have 
The Annual, but it would be much better if 
each home had one, for just some few weeks 
ago a man argued with me that a certain 
minister was Christian. He said, “He told 
me he was.” I told him, No, and he was 
not, he was a Disciple, and was posing as a 
Christian minister. Now if our people 
were to take The Annual into their homes 
each year, they would know all such things.” 

And another says: “I have purchased one 
dozen copies of The Christian Annual. I 
have disposed of ten out of the twelve. As 
you requested, I ask the clerks of my two 
churches to each purchase a copy. Mr. 
, clerk of the church at , pur- 
chased a copy, but Mr. , clerk of the 
church refused. Perhaps I should 
have presented him with a copy. No won- 
der, ‘I don’t know who to send this offering 
to.’ ” 

And another says: “In reply to your 
letter for information, will say that I have 
been here sick all winter, and have not been 
able to order The Annual, or do much of 
anything. But will say that if I live, you 
can count on me for at least one Annual. 
And the church clerk here will also order 
one, and will say that it was ordered in 
response to your letter. We will order in 
the near future. You may depend on us for 
two Annuals.” 

But another one says: “I have done all 
I can to get the clerks of my churches to 
buy The Annual, and have failed. I wish 
you would write them.” 

And another says: “Concerning the mat- 
ter of which you speak (on the other side 
of this sheet). Our clerk pays so little at- 
tention to the church that I don’t think it 
would be of any use for either you or me 
to spend a minute, or a stamp, to ask him 
to buy an Annual.” 
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The other day I happened to overhear— 
not eve-dropping—a conversation between 
two preachers. One said to the other, “I 
always see that the offerings are taken by 
my churches.” The other replied, “Well, 
my churches have all they can do to take 
care of themselves, and they don’t do that 
very well.” The first preacher looked at 
him a moment and said, “I see they don’t.” 

JEDEKIAH. 
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THANK YOU!. 
And may your kind be multiplied. 


OLIVE HI, Ky., 
March 9, 1917. 
J. F. Burnett, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

I enclose $1.00 for American Christian 
Convention, personal. I have no church to 
take the collection. 

Yours in Jesus’ name, 
D. J. Ross. 


What could we as a people not do if only 
all would do! It is not the large gift, but 
the large number of givers that counts. I 


guess it is so, that ten dollars given by ten 
individuals accomplishes more than ten dol- 
lars given by one. Just take your pencil, 
please, and figure a little on this problem. 
We are mailing out Reminders to Five Hun- 
dred churches. The membership of these 
several churches will average sixty persons. 
Sixty times five hundred is Thirty Thou- 
sand—30,000. Now suppose that each of 
these Thirty Thousand persons would give 
five cents a year, the sum total of their 
gift would be $1,500.00. One-fourth of that 
coming to The American Christian Conven- 
tion would be $375.00. But that is not all; 
eit takes as much time to get the call ready 
for these churches as for the churches that 
take the collections; it costs as much to 
have the printing done; it costs as much for 
the stamp and as much time to paste it on. 
And that is not all. These churches get the 
second call. That makes the cost double 
that of the others. And that is not all. 
The neglect of this duty leaves a bad influ- 
ence upon the church itself and sets a bad 
example for others. And that is not all. 
Because these churches do not do, others 
have to do more. The problem is an easy 
one. There are ten dollars to be raised; 
there are ten persons by whom it should 
be given; that is just one dollar each; one 
of the ten refuses to do his share; the 
other nine have to add ten cents each to 
their dollar. The Convention needs about 
so much money each year, and if all would 
give, the amount would be easily and quick- 
ly raised; but because some do not give at 
all, others have to give much more. And 
do these who give, give all the more, that 
the Convention may do its work? Yes, in- 
deed, they do, and with very little complain- 
ing about it, if any at all. They know the 
value of giving; it develops their own re- 
sources, as well as provides for the work of 
the Convention. The churches that give are 
the churches that live, and the churches that 
withhold are the churches that die. God 
has fixed that result as inevitably as the 
laws of gravitation, and the living churches 
have pity for the ones that deliberately put 
themselves in the way of death. May the 
Lord give us to see His law in this matter. 
ER 


__SUNDAY SCHOOLS _ 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., See’y 
Elon College, N. C. 


Lesson for April 1, 1917 








JESUS GIVES SIGHT TO THE BLIND 
John 9: 1-38 





Time—A. D. 29. 

Place—Jerusalem. 

Golden Text—I am the light of the world. 
—John 9: 5. 





Daily Readings . 
Monday, March 26—Jesus Gives Sight to 
the Blind. John 9: 1-12. 
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Tuesday, March 27—Courageous Confes- 
sion. John 9: 13-25. 

Wednesday, March 28—Befriending the 
Outcast. John 9: 26-41. 

Thursday, March 29—Blind Bartimeus. 
Mark 10: 46-52. 

Friday, March 30—A Blind Man Healed. 
Mark 8: 22-26. 

Saturday, March 31—Walking in the 
Light. 1 John 2: 1-11. 

Sunday, April 1—Worldliness Condemned. 
1 John 2: 12-17. 





Lesson Outline 


I. A Life in the Darkness—the Dark- 
ness of Sin.—1-5. 
II. Brought Into the Light—Jesus, the 
Light of the World.—6-11. 
III. Souls in Darkness—The Friends 
and Enemies of Christ.—12-34. 


IV. A Soul in the Light—Lord, I Be- 


lieve.—35-38. 





Comments 


I. This is an important study, for it re- 
veals the wonderful power of Christ to re- 
store sight to the blind, as a symbol of 
His power to restore spiritual sight to those 
who are spiritually blind. The disciples 
saw the man that was born blind and they 
were anxious to know ‘whether this man 
was blind because of his sin or his parents’ 
sin. They thought that all suffering was 
the result of sin. Whether their inquiry 
was due to sympathy or mental curiosity, 
we are not told, but at least they had a 
problem before them which none but the 
Master was able to solve. They felt the 
need of an explanation. They were per- 
plexed and in doubt and they appealed to 
the right Source to have their doubts re- 
moved. 

Jesus told them that neither this man nor 
his parents had sinned, but that the works 
of God should be made manifest. God can 
reveal Himself through the suffering of hu- 
manity, both to the sufferer and to others. 
The manifestation of the works of God was 
shown in what Christ did for the man. In 
this He was working the works of Him that 
sent Him, in the day, in the time given him 
for this work. In like manner we should 
do good unto all men when time and oppor- 
tunity are given, when it is day for us, be- 
fore the night cometh. 

Christ declared to those anxious hearts 
of the disciples that as long as He was in 
the world He was the Light of the world. 
The blindness of this man was for the pur- 
pose of showing the works of God through 
Christ to the disciples and the*blind man, 
and also to teach them as well as others 
the spiritual meaning of His mission to 
enlighten the souls of men. 

II. When He had cleared up their doubt 
and answered their questions, He proceed- 
ed to heal the man of his blindness. He 
spat upon the ground, made clay of the 
spittle, and anointed the eyes of the blind 
man with the clay. This was a physical, 
concrete, tangible means used to show His 
power over nature and to link up the nat- 
ural to the supernatural. He then “sent” 
him to the pool of Siloam. This was to 
try his faith, to get him to take an active 
attitude, to give conscious attention to serv- 
ice, and to show obedience to Christ. He 
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went, washed, saw. His problem and per- 
plexity were removed, his doubt was ban- 
ished, he was enabled to recognize Jesus as 
the light of the world. 

This result raised another doubt. Some 
asked if this was the man that was blind 
and begged. Some said, This is he; others 
said that he is like him; but he said, I 
am he. They wished to know how his eyes 
were opened; and he told them the story 
about the work that Jesus had done for him 
and the result. 

III. The souls that were in darkness 
were the Pharisees, who condemned Christ 
for doing good on the Sabbath, as was His 
custom when occasion presented itself. They 
declared that He was not of God, because 
He had violated their tradition. There was 
more legalism, formalism, dogmatism in 
their teachings than there was of the real 
spirit and teachings of truth. There are 
many people of the same disposition yet 
that magnify traditions more than they do 
spiritual truth and spiritual practice. Oth- 
ers raised the question, “How could He do 
such miracles if He was a sinner?” This 
raised a division among them. The healed 
man said, “He is a prophet, a divinely-ap- 
pointed teacher.” They were not satisfied 
with this answer and turned to the boy’s 
parents, who were unwilling to assume the 
responsibility of the-result and said, “He is 
of age: ask him.” They feared the Jews 
and would not give direct answer. The 
Pharisees turned again to the healed man 
and said, “Give God the praise,” and pro- 
nounced Jesus a sinner. The man that was 
healed stuck to the direct testimony of what 
Christ did for him. There was no doubt 
about his experience being genuine. He did 
not say, “I hope I am healed,” but, “One 
thing I know, whereas I was blind, now I 
see.” 

The Pharisees were put to confusion and 
denied Christ, but the healed man continued 
to emphasize the marvelous thing that 
Christ had done for him, and to teach them 
that since the world began, no such miracles 
had been performed. He declared unto 
them that if this man were not of God he 
could do nothing. When the Pharisees could 
no longer deny the work of Christ and were 
unable to answer the testimony of the heal- 
ed man, they cast him out. When reason 
and truth could not refute his argument, 
they resorted to brute force as the world has 
ever done since the days of Christ to the 
present. 


IV. The testimony of this man is direct 
from motive to conviction and truth gurgled 
up from his heart, bearing witness to the 
healing waters of truth. 

When Jesus learned that they had cast 
him out, He went to him in his friendless 
condition, when his friends as well as his 
enemies had turned against him, and had 
compassion on him and asked him, “Dost 
thou believe on the Son of God?” The heal- 
ed man sought to know Him, that he might 
believe on Him. Jesus answered, saying, 
“Thou hast seen him, and.it is he that talk- 
eth with thee.” When this higher truth 
was revealed to him, the man said, “Lord, 
I believe.” This was saving faith. This 
was the birth of salvation and satisfaction 
in his distress through the physical bless- 
ings that Christ had bestowed upon him and 
the sense of need that prepared him for 
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faith on Him who had blessed him with 
physical sight. He worshiped Him. What 
better evidence of a changed heart, a saved 
life? When his soul came to the light as 
had his body, he was made happy and was 
ready to show homage to Him who gave him 
both temporal and spiritual blessings. How 
many receive temporal blessings at His 
hands daily and never go to the temple to 
declare that truth to the world and to the 
enemies of Christ, and as a result they nev- 
er have their spiritual eyes opened. He 
gives us the minor blessings to prepare the 
way for riches of grace in Christ Jesus, 
but if we refuse to express gratitude for 
His temporal blessings, we never realize the 
richer blessings of the divine life as did 
this man that was born blind. We are all 
born blind, we all need our eyes opened, 
we need spiritual light, we need salvation 
through faith, but we must follow in the 
steps of this man before the richer things 
of the spirjt can be ours. 
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NOTES ON THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
LESSON OF MARCH 25 


The daily readings have taught us who 
the Samaritans were: a hybrid people— 
could there be any hope for them? “One 
of the lesser breeds without the law,” there 
existed against them an intense prejudice in 
every Jewish heart. This prejudice was 
founded both on racial antipathy, rivalry 
in religion, and a history of malicious oppo- 
sition upon the part of the Samaritans. 
Mongrels are proverbially ranked low. 
Even generous-hearted people sometimes de- 
spair of them and go so far as to wonder if 
they have souls. As if to settle this’ ques- 
tion forever, we have the history of Chris- 
tianity in Samaria, which was a land of 
mongreldom, if ever one such could be 
found. 


“Then Philip went down to the city of 
Samaria and preached Christ unto them.” 
pines “and there was great joy in that city.” 
Here we see these people of such mixed 
blood—and quite inferior blood at that— 
touched by the gospel, as we have before 
seen them respond to the gospel when our 
Savior, Himself, visited Sychar. Forever 
settled then is the question as to whether 
these people are capable of religion and en- 
dowed with immortality. Furthermore, how 
true it is that when a man, fired with love 


for God, preaches Christ unto a city there - 


is great joy in that city! Great opposition 
arises also, but the joy is greater still. Not 
only is there joy in that city, but there is 
joy in the midst of the angels in the heaven- 
ly city, as Luke so beautifully tells us. 


The specific application of these thoughts 
is to the Mexican people, both in their own 
country and in Texas. They are a mixed 
breed, not of the best blood (speaking in the 
large), and students unenlightened by the 
Christian spirit have many times pronoun- 
ced them hopeless. However, Jesus is gath- 
ering many precious trophies from among 
them, and, doubtless, when all things shall 
be unfolded to our view in the judgment, we 
shall see that many of them have become 
“kings and priests unto God.” Let us give 
them our interest, our sympathy, our 
prayers, and the largess of our purses. Re- 
member the words of Jesus: “Inasmuch as 
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ye have done it unto one of the least of 

these my brethren, ye have done it unto 

me.” E. F. DEMPSEY. 
Emory University, Oxford, Ga. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


W. A. Harper, LL. D. - - 
Elen College, N. C. 





Seeretary 


Topic for April 8, 1917 


SIGNIFICANCE OF EASTER 
1 Cor. 15: 50-58 


The Scripture :— 


Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth 
corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I shew you 
a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trumpet, for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed. For this corruptible must put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
So when this corruptible shall have put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is writ- 
ten, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is 
the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 


The Leader:—FEaster is nature’s answer 
to the query of death. Easter, as the time 
to Christ’s resurrection, is religion’s re- 
sponse to the deep longing of immortal life. 
How poor our faith would be without the 
blessed assurance of the Easter time! If 
Christ be not raised, we Christians are of 
all men most miserable. But He arose 
and with that triumphant act quelled the 
dread of death for His children. Let us 
freely, gratefully express now what sweet 
significance Easter has for each of us. 

The Minister:—The minister should be 
heard in a five-minute talk on Easter as 
the best time to decide for Jesus. 

Topics for Brief Essays or Addresses :— 
Non-Christian Religions and the Future 
Life; The Desire to Live Always; The Nat- 
ural Easter; The Spiritual Easter; Easter 
Brightening all the Year; The Influence of 
Easter on Daily Life; Death—A Defeat or 
a Victory—Which? 

Questions for Meditation and Answer in 
Meeting :—What place does Christ’s resur- 
rection occupy in His revelation of God to 
us? What is death? Ought we to prefer 
to live or to die? How is conversion related 
to the resurrection? What does Easter 
mean to the Christian? The non-Christian? 
To me? How is the blessing of Easter to 
be appreciated? 
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Cc. E. E. GRADUATES 


From over in Kansas, Dellvale post-office, 
Orcnoque Christian church, Miss Mary 
Humphrey, C. E. E. teacher, comes a re- 
port of three lusty C. E. E. graduates. Each 
of them made a final grade of ninety per 
cent. Their names are Ida Thompson, R. E. 
Davis, and Emery S. Huff. 

They have received their diplomas and 
have been enrolled at the International 
Headquarters in Boston and are entitled to 
wear the Expert Pin and to have every oth- 
er honor and distinction becoming their ex- 
alted estate. Next? 
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Many of our churches are planning for special Easter 
services, and for the Foreign Mission Offering on that day. 
The two occasions furnish splendid means of glorifying the day. 


The joy should be double— 


The joy of having a Risen Lord, 
The joy of helping others to have a Risen Lord. 


A Large Foreign Mission Offering 


from every church will be a fitting expression of joy, and a help 


to people without Christ. 


$5,000 increase 


by at least $5,000 this year? 


Will you work and pray that we may 
increase our Foreign Mission receipts 


Your cooperation will be most 


heartily appreciated. Send all money and correspondence to 


M. T. MORRILL, C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. 





GLORIFYING EASTER 














FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Morrill - - e 
Dayton, Ohio 


Secretary 


JAPAN MISSION BALANCE SHEET 














(1916) 
MONTHLY RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 

SRE TOD: 6 ce ccsciccdcces $ 754.77 
January oe 1,040.78 Yen 1,666.56 
EEE dcacedaasa 807.84 1,925.50 
PE, Sct apapencencuapeneus 1,930.68 1,675.02 
MD cidencnteddanccamauces 1,109.82 2,167.62 
Pc fcciwanertcaemaenksenaw 930.99 2,014.65 
GUM edicweeucwctdencecdeeuse 1,079.75 1,672.82 
teed sede tieunaesnuwnee es 948.57 1,895.75 
BE: satnetotsacvecegeces 1,147.55 1,684.27 
SORSMEED. ccccccavcccssscces 1,278.41 2,365.72 
CE .dvacnestqunesuhenes 1,042.32 1,860.30 
DOUG éccadéncacxsecuess 876.42 2,268.30 
OED inde ceductdccdecies 87.07 2,473.10 
RUN) a écdeiet Kiasneaweea sas $13,024.95 Y23,669.61 
Balance Forward .......... 2,188.22 
Y25,857.83 

BALANCES 

Regular Special 
TORS: TINE: occ ccivcccccscs Y 804.02 Y 705.52 
TGEG TROOPS oc cccensdcwes 22,928.50 1,419.79 
Y23,732.52 Y 2,125.31 
WGIG TRRGMGS occ ciscicccces 21,986.74 1,682.31 
IE occ ccicdcccuces Y 1,745.78 Y 442.44 
Transfer to Special ......... 253.25 253.25 
Y 1,492.53 Y 695.69 


ITEMIZED RECEIPTS 


Remittances, Regular ..........ceeeeeeeees $ 9,382.35 
Paid in United States .........eeeeeeeeees 1,668.93 


Remittances, Special— 


Sendai Orphanage .......... 
GR BAG: occcesccccnccces 
Miss Penrod .....ccccccccese 
Rev. TFGRRWE ccccscccscccece 
Ishinomaki Children ......... 
Rev. Abe Fire Fund ........ 
Rotary Duplicator .......... 
Garman, due on account .... 
McCord, Insurance ...... 


McCord, Banner .......... 701.64 





Japan Receipts— 


ey TN. c cdce va cccsscedecccecs 493.27 
Interest, Regular Funds ................ 9.83 


Interest, Special Funds ..............e0. 14.18 
SEG Nw ck Fredeedesccceetesaareuer 754.77 
$13,024.95 
APPROPRIATIONS 
1916 Appropriation .......... ($11,000.00) Y22,000.00 
A. D. Woodworth’s School Work ($120.00) 239.99 
SE EE, bo necendgecungucevessawkeunees 1,682.87 
Total available for year ...........esee00- Y23,922.86 
WORD GED. oon och bee coe secvcscucesvéus 23,669.61 
Balance, Property Maintenance Fund...... Y 253.25 
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS 

To Salaries, Missionaries ............+++-- Y10,177.59 
Salaries, Japanese ........ceeeeeeeeees 5,628.00 











WN é odv sae kde seD adnan wecesasendaewe 1,669.86 
WO Wade Sddcdnccadencévagwescuanaadss 565.50 
UO nacaddddswededavgcanndsaduasen es 867.68 
REL. cnadaneduaaasedicddswiaekaak 446.64 
Language Helpers 239.50 
ME a didag ce deadedcscedseeceieuiess 593.05 
Secretary, Treasurer, and Shadan ..... 90.66 
MOIS. Wi cc candaceadue cdadauseas 231.95 
PE EE hdvastcéccedvuadsawdaaexue 225.21 
Pn GORTIONE. 5 6 a cic cidnscdvewes's 75.00 
Japan Conference Evangelism ......... 75.30 
Di SEG atudduacencddeddecadens 148.37 
Federated Missions ...........ccccccees 30.00 
National S. S. Association ............. 8.00 
UN 6 ddd cavdrcacncecedes 338.07 
PERU fexwiendsccacedecctieccdade 23.57 
Students’ and pastors’ schooling ........ 312.80 
Specials— 

A. D. Woodworth’s school work ........ 239.99 
Rowell Memorial improve- 

WE Si dav tvindwnctnncada Y318.71 
Sendai Orphanage ......... 340.31 
Utsunomiya Girls’ School... 708.80 
WEE (ORE a ctdedadcucaces 31.68 
Rev. Abe Fire Fund........ 49.60 
Garman, due on account.... 198.02 
Transmitted, McCord ...... 21.78 
Penrod, Irokawa and 

Ishinomaki Children 13.97 Y 1,682.87 

Y23,669.61 


C. P. GARMAN, Treasurer. 


I have examined the accounts of Rev. C. P. Garman 
for the year 1916 and find them correct. 
A. D. WoopwortH, Auditor. 


(The receipts from our Mission Treasury in Day- 
ton are reckoned in dollars and cents, but expendi- 
tures and receipts in Japan are reckoned in yen, at 
approximately two yen for one dollar.—Eprror.) 


We still have supplies of missionary leaf- 
lets and posters which we will be glad to 
send to parties wishing them to use. 


What churches would be glad to under- 
take the support of theological students? 
We now need money for the support of two. 
It is possible that in a few weeks there will 
still be a third. One hundred dollars will 
be sufficient to support a student for a year. 


A letter was received a few days ago 
from Rev. and Mrs. Eugene Willard, dated 
at Hongkong, China. They give a glowing 
account of their visit with our missionaries 
in Japan, where they also had the privilege 
of meeting representatives of most of the 
Missions in the Empire, attending the an- 
nual meeting of the Federated Missions. 
They wrote in high praise of the work that 
they saw in our Mission. They had been 
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tarrying two weeks in Hongkong for a 
steamer for India, and were just about to 
leave for Calcutta. For the present their 
address is in care of General Delivery, Cal- 
cutta, India. 


We are pained to announce that Mr. Isa- 
zawa, Japanese theological student, whose 
support has been provided for by the Gosh- 
en, Indiana, church, recently died after a 
lingering illness. He has been exceedingly 
useful in our Sendai church and Sunday- 
school and will be greatly missed. 





Two of our missionaries have been honor- 
ed by the recent meeting of the Federated 
Missions of Japan. Rev. E. K. McCord is 
statistician for the forthcoming volume of 
the book entitled “The Christian Movement 
in Japan.” Rev. C. P. Garman was ap- 
pointed also to revise and edit the directory 
for the same volume. 


The latest word from Japan is to the 
effect that the total amount contributed by 
the Japanese churches toward the thank- 
offering has not yet been learned, but most 
of the churches have been contributing, or 
are to contribute by systematic offerings 
during the year. As soon as we are able to 
give figures, we shall be glad to do so. 


Our readers who have perused reports in 
past years, became familiar with the name 
Wakayanagi. For twenty years that was a 
point regularly worked by us. A few years 
ago, when our funds were so short, that 
point was dropped. Recently it has been 
taken on again, and Pastor Naruse, whose 
support is guaranteed by the Elmwood 
church, of Providence, R. I., is to have the 
point in charge. 


We are very sorry to announce that our 
stock of the book called “Missionary Am- 
munition” lacked about thirty copies of 
enough to furnish one to every pastor in our 
denomination. We ordered a further sup- 
ply from the publishers, only to receive 
word that the entire edition had been ex- 
hausted. A second and third issues are to 
be printed. We will try to provide for. all 
of our pastors in future orders. 


About the first of April some pastoral 
changes are to be made in our Japan Mis- 
sion, by which Pastor Abe will go to Ichino- 
seki, Pastor Matsukawa to Ishinomaki, 
Pastor Irokawa to Moka. The Mission has 
also planned to take Mrs. Watanabe from 
Iinogawa to do factory work in the city of 
Sendai. This last move will probably have 
very far-reaching effect. The factory of- 
ficials have asked our Mission to undertake 
this work. 


A VISIT TO UNION CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE 

The: Foreign Mission Secretary had the 
pleasure, a few days ago, of a visit to Mer- 
om, Indiana, to give a series of missionary 
lectures before the students and faculty of 
Union Christian College. 

A part of the pleasure was found in de- 
lightful hours spent in the homes of Presi- 
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dent and Mrs. Hershey, Rev. and Mrs. J. C. 
DeRemer, Rev and Mrs. G. R. Hammond, 
whose hospitable homes have received many 
a visitor and dispensed many a blessing. 

It is a pleasure also to note that the 
college seems to be gaining in influence and 
number of students, and although there is 
a long, hard pull before it, the prospect now 
is that success and prosperity will crown 
President Hershey’s effort. 

The students and faculty very graciously 
received the missionary lectures, and on the 
last evening a large constituency of the 
townspeople also were present. 

The Foreign Secretary also had confer- 
ence with a group of students, some of 
whom would be glad to see a Student Volun- 
teer Band organized in the college. We are 
glad to report that there are students who 
have given themselves to the foreign mis- 
sionary service, and who are preparing with 
missionary work in view as their life-work. 

All of our readers will be glad to know 
that the splendid influence of Union Chris- 
tian College, which has been passed down 
from generations now gone, is being per- 
petuated. 

We wish the college great success in its 
future work. 


HOME MISIONS 


Rev. Omer S. Thomas - - 
Dayton, Ohio 





Secretary 


We have the first report from the new 
pastor at Manchester, N. H., Rev. C. H. 
Baldwin. He has been on the field about 
two months and has had quite encouraging 
success in the way of securing interest. Al- 
ready there have been thirty-eight conver- 
sions and forty-two received into member- 
ship of the church. The church had been 
without services for so long that very few 
members were left. Now there is good at- 
tendance at the services and the prospect 
is indeed hopeful. 





If every one in the Church were to have 
a part in the offering for home missions 
this year, it would be an easy thing to raise 
$25,000.00 for the work. They will not all 
have a part, and many of those who do give 
will not give all they might. Therefore we 
are brought to the thought of again asking 
that we make a special sacrifice for home 
missions. We are planning to set apart a 
day early in June when we will ask the 
churches to get together in a concerted ac- 
tion and make a sacrifice that the Christian 
Church may raise $25,000.00 for its home 
mission work. To open the way for that 
we ask that all unite in praying that this 
be brought about. 

Pray. this week every day, that our 
Church may be impressed with the respon- 
sibility of acting together for this Sacrifice 
Day. 





I attended the mid-year meeting of the 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Mission Board 
of the Miami Ohio Conference at West Mil- 
ton yesterday. It was perhaps the most en- 
thusiastic and the best attended meeting 
of its kind that they have had. The day 
was filled with much food for thought and 
inspiration for service. To me the most en- 
couraging thing was the report of the work 
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that the women have been able to accom- 
plish. There is no question that the women 
have a very fine working body and that ac- 
cording to their strength they are accom- 
plishing more than any other of our organ- 
izations in the way of mission-money-rais- 
ing and creating interest. As the food man 
says, there is a reason. The reason is this. 
For a number of years now the Woman’s 
Boards have been carrying on a systematic 
study of missions in their societies until an 
average member of any society is fairly 
well informed on missions. Information on 
such a vital subject as that is always the 
means of inspiring to activity. 

What the women have done in the way 
of imparting information which has crys- 
tallized into such excellent results, can be 
duplicated in every church. Mission-study 
classes ought to be formed in every church 
now for the results to be manifest after its 
leaven shall have worked for a long time. 








Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lulu C. Helfenstein, 
Dayton, Ohio.) 





MID-YEAR MEETING 


The following is the program of the 
Mid-year Meeting of the Woman’s Home 
and Foreign Mission Board of the North- 
western Ohio Christian Conference, to be 
held with the First Christian church, Lima, 
Ohio, Thursday, March 29, 1917: 


Forenoon Session—10: 00 O’clock—Open- 
ing Service, conducted by Mrs. W. J. Young, 
Lima; Roll-call of Societies, members re- 
sponding with verses of Scripture; “What 
the Half-Year Has Brought”—To Our De- 
partment Officers—Cradle Roll, Mrs. G. R. 
Mell, Lima; Mite Box and Literature, Mrs. 
J. L. Wright, West Cairo; Young People’s 
Work, Miss Grace Stayner, Spencerville. To 
Our Societies—Members; Vocal Solo, Miss 
Florence Priest, Lima; Noon-tide Prayer, 
Mrs. C. N. Chenoweth, Lima. 

Afternoon Session—2:00 O’clock—Devo- 
tions, led by Mrs. C. J. Hance, Spencerville; 
Symposium—Tithing, directed by Mrs. Har- 
riett McDorman, Harrod; Open Parliament; 
Vocal Duet, Mesdames J. W. Voglegesang, A. 
S. Chenoweth, Lima; “Through Many Chan- 
nels,” Mrs. Alice V. Morrill, Dayton; Dis- 
cussion; Piano Solo, Miss Dorothy Martx, 
Lima. ‘ 

Evening Session—7:30 O’clock—Music, 
Orchestra; Devotions, led by Miss Grace 
Stayner, Spencerville; Vocal Solo, Mr. Al- 
fred Shumate, Lima; Representation of 
Non-Model Auxiliary, Visiting Members; 
Representation of Model Auxiliary, Lima 
Society; Offering; Special Music, Mixed 
Quartet, West Cairo; Address, “Remember 
Jesus Christ,” Mrs. Alice V. Morrill, Day- 
ton; Special Music, Male Quartet, Lima; 
Benediction. 





Good news from the Sandusky church, 
Union Conference, Iowa, sent by President 
of Woman’s Board: 


I have been intending to write to you for 
some time. My class of young ladies and 
gentlemen (a senior class) have agreed to 
take up mission work. We have written 
to Mrs. Powers for literature, and we are to 
take our first offering the second Sunday 
in March. We are going to try to give 
twenty-five cents a member per month. 

The intermediate classes have organized 
a Missionary Society. You will hear from 
them later on. 

Yesterday, February 25, we had two fine 
missionary sermons by our pastor, Rev. U. 
S. Johnson. I think the one Sunday night 
was the very best missionary sermon I ever 
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heard, and at the close our pastor asked 
how many were willing to come forward 
and organize a church class or society. 
First, two came, then they kept falling into 
line until twenty-eight came forward. It 
was a surprise to all, even the pastor, but 
he felt impressed to make the call. And so 
our Sunday-school and church are making 
every effort to bring our organization up to 
a higher standard. We feel very much en- 
couraged and know the Lord is blessing our 
efforts. Miss ALTHA E. DENMIRE. 


Montrose, Iowa. 

Union Iowa Conference has nine churches. 
Two have organized mission work. Why 
not have some form of organized mission 
work in the other seven before the next con- 
ference? 





EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A., - - 
Providence, R. I. 


Secretary 


NOTICE 

Will our friends who subscribed to the 
maintenance of the Interdenominational Ed- 
ucational Campaign kindly remit the first 
half-yearly payment to the Secretary of the 
Educational Department? We have had to 
draw upon the treasury for the amount of 
our contribution to the Interdenominational 
Board and will welcome remittances from 
those who are sustaining the work. 


The work is fully under way, and one 
State in the Union has been thoroughly in- 
vestigated with respect to its Christian edu- 
cational facilities—the State of Illinois. 
The result of the investigation has been 
made known to the people of the State and 
will be spread before the country, that it 
may have wide reading. It is the purpose 
of this campaign to investigate educational 
matters throughout the entire country from 
the Christian standpoint, with a view to 
calling the Church to a constructive work 
in the larger interests of the Kingdom, as 
affected by education. 

Please remit to W. G. Sargent, 11 Rut- 
land St., Providence, R. I. 


THE CLEVELAND CONFERENCE 


The printed report of the second Cleve- 
land Conference has just reached the desk 
of the Secretary, and presents matter for 
earnest consideration by the Church. The 
conference comprised representatives from 
the Council of Church Boards of Education, 
the Conference of Church Workers in State 
Universities, and Student Young Women’s 
and Young Men’s Associations. The Sec- 
retary was not able to attend and much of 
the work discussed there is new to him, as 
it will be to the members of the Church at 
large. Three commissions, appointed at 
the previous meeting, made report and the 
discussion ranged around these three re- 
ports. Religious Education is broadening 
in its sphere so much to-day, and coopera- 
tion in the Council of Church Boards, as 
well as the increasing spirit of fraternity, 
developing so rapidly among the churches 
that a brief report will, we trust, be of in- 
terest to all. 


The report of the first. commission was 
on the question of “An Adequate Religious 
Program for State Universities.” Studies 
were made, particularly, of three univer- 
sities—Iowa, Minnesota, and Ohio State— 


which were personally visited. The commis- 
sions were cordially received at all three of 
these centers and afforded every facility in 
their study of the situation. The commis- 
sion set forth the following as the purpose 
of the common enterprise: 

1. To lead every man and woman in a 
university community into faith in God 
through Jesus Christ, our divine Lord and 
Savior. 

2. To unite them in membership and 
service in the Christian Church. 

3. To promote their growth in Christian 
faith and character. 

4. To prepare them for world-wide serv- 
ice in the Kingdom of God. 

The report of the Commission on Evan- 
gelism summed its purposes up in securing 
definite decision for Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Lord and enlistment in His service on 
the part of every university student. It 
was pointed out that the call for holding 
university-wide evangelistic meetings in col- 
leges and universities began about fifteen 
years ago, and that the demand had been 
steadily increasing since that time. The 
campaigns in the great State Universities 
are the newest phase of this work. The 
objective was gathered up in six propo- 
sitions: 

1. To lead students to Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord. 

2. To reach the entire student body of 
each institution with a vital interpretation 
of Christian fundamentals. 

3. To deepen the spiritual life of Chris- 
tian students and to develop a continuous 
religious interest on the campus. 

4. To influence every student to unite 
with the church of his choice and to enlist 
his active interest and cooperation in its 
life and worship. 


5. To challenge students to the creation 
of a Christian social order and to recognize 
and promote that order in the world pro- 
gram of Christianity. 

6. To recruit students for the distinctive 
Christian callings, with special reference 
to the immediate needs of our times. 

It was felt for such a program there must 
be the most complete coordination of effort 
on the part of all the Christian societies 
in the college. 


The third commission to report was that 
on “Religious Education in Tax-supported 
Educational Institutions,” with special ref- 
erence to State universities. It was felt to 
be absolutely necessary that courses should 
be provided in such institutions on instruc- 
tion in religion, including such subjects as 
the Bible, the history of the Christian 
Church, the religions of the world, modern 
missionary effort, Christian conduct, and 
the present problems and tasks of the world 
from a religious point of view; under cer- 
tain circumstances also, Philosophy, Psy- 
chology, and the Principles of Religious 
Education. Where those courses are not 
provided by the university, it was suggested 
they might be secured in one of three ways: 

1. By instructors representing denomi- 
national bodies, whether in the faculty of 
affiliated denominational bodies or not. 


2. By the Young Men’s and Young 
Women’s Christian Associations. 

3. By an organized interdenominational 
school of religion. 
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It will be seen how the Christian forces 
of the land are seeking to grapple with the 
great questions, the very greatest, perhaps 
that confront the Church in this country, 
inasmuch as practically all the real leader- 
ship in the Church of the next generation 
is to come from the ranks of these college 
young men and women. 


ELON COLLEGE NOTES 


ELON COLLEGE, N. C., March 12, 1917. 

Saturday evening the second preliminary 
contest to select the six who will represent 
Elon in the dual intercollegiate debate with 
the Presbyterian College of South Carolina 
was held. 

The following teams were chosen: 

Affirmative—W. J. B. Truitt, Warren 
McCulloch, R. J. Morton. 


Negative—F. C. Lester, R. T. Floyd, M. 
H. Rainey. 


The debates will occur simultaneously in 
Greensboro, N. C., and Rock Hill, N. C., on 
the evening of April 27. The query for 
discussion is: “Resolved, That Military 
Training Should Be Given in all American 
Colleges and Universities.” In North Caro- 
lina Elon will debate the affirmative and 
in South Carolina the negative of this ques- 
tion. he" 


UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 


The college has been unusually fortunate 
recently in having several very interesting, 
instructive, and inspiring lectures. Prof. 
J. F. Pipal, of Purdue University, a native 
of Bohemia, gave an address in which he 
presented the conditions of rural life in his 
native country. Prof. Pipal is especially 
interested in agriculture, hence his presen- 
tation of country life interests. 


On March 7, Prof. J. A. Linke, of Purdue, 
a former student of Union Christian Col- 
lege, gave a very inspiring address to the 
students and faculty. Prof. Linke is a 
member of the Christian Church and is sin- 
cerely interested in its work. 

Dr. M. T. Morrill, Foreign Mission Sec- 
retary, gave a series of lectures to the stu- 
dents and citizens of Merom on March 7 
and 8. The first chapel lecture was bio- 
graphical and the second presented the 
world call for definite Christian work and 
workers. According to Dr. Morrill, the 
world to-day, as never before, presents a 
challenge to Christian agencies. 


The evening lectures were illustrated. The 
first one presented the work and needs of 
Porto Rico, and the second lifted the cur- 
tain from Japan and her opportunities for 
Christian service. These lectures were in- 
tensely interesting and the students, fac- 
ulty, and citizens have a better understand- 
ing and a larger appreciation of the efforts 
and accomplishments on the foreign mission 
field. C. B. HERSHEY. 


Caroline Fry gives, perhaps, the best 
definition of real humility. She calls it “un- 
conscious self-forgetfulness.” The empha- 
sis should be placed on the blessedly-quali- 
fying adjective. In the words of Doctor 
Nettleton, “Do all the good you can, and say 
as little about it as possible.”—Selected. 
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“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightmess of the firmament; 
and they that turn many te righteeusness as the stars ferever and ever.” 
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NEW ENGLAND NOTES 


Lynn, Maes.—The People’s Christian 
church society held a very successful food 
sale in the basement of Burrows and San- 
born’s Dry Goods Store, Saturday, March 
10. On Thursday, March 15, the men are 
to give an entertainment. The best local 
talent has been engaged, and a musical 
treat is looked forward to by friends of the 
church. The pastor attended the York and 
Cumberland Conference on Friday and Sat- 
urday, March 9 and 10, at Ogunquit, Me., 
and delivered an address on our new mis- 
sionary interests in India. On Sunday 
morning, March 11, after the regular serv- 
ice, five children were consecrated to the 
service of the Master. Sunday evening, 
March 18, the evening service will be con- 
ducted by Miss Millie Pike, who is a force- 
eas and a consecrated servant of 





Rockingham Conference—The storm last 
Sunday morning probably interfered consid- 
erably with the offering for foreign mis- 
sions, several of the churches being located 
in country districts, but a determined effort 
later will doubtless yield good results, and 
enable the churches of the conference to 
make this year’s offering the best in our 
history. P. S. SAILER. 





MAINE 


Bangor—It was my privilege to spend the 
Sabbath, the 11th of March, with Bro. H. 
M. Hainer and the Bangor Christian 
church. The congregations morning and 
evening were good as respects number, and 
the Sunday-school was in fine condition. 
The church is just completed and is well 
equipped for the work it is to accomplish. 
It is situated in a quarter of the city which 
is growing rapidly, and its prospects are 
very promising. Bro. Hainer is much en- 
couraged by the number of new families 
that are taking an interest in the enter- 
prise. My brief visit gives me great hope 
of the success of the Bangor church.—M. 
SUMMERBELL. 


ILLINOIS 


Bone Gap, March 16—I am in a meeting 
at Newton, Illinois, assisting Rev. E. C. 
Geeding. We are having good meetings. 
Hope for some definite results. I find the 
people hold Brother Geeding in high esteem. 
He is doing good work. Brother Geeding 
will fill my appointment at Hord over Sun- 
day, while I stay here—JOHN BAUGHMAN. 


Louisville, March 17—Met Pastor Geed- 
ing, of Newton, and enjoyed a little service 
in the church room. Elder John Baughman 
is assisting Elder Geeding in special meet- 
ings. Am now in a revival at Berlin, near 
Oblong. Pastor Land is home at Ellery 
with a severe case of smallpox. We pray 
for his recovery. Inclement weather hin- 
ders somewhat, but the outlook is fairly 
good for victory. We desire to have an 
institute in each conference of the State. 
Let the officials correspond with me as to 
time and place.—A. H. BENNETT. 


Tuscola, March 16—While the Sunday- 
school is the left arm of the church, study- 
ing and teaching the Word of God, the 
Christian Endeavor is the mighty arm of 
the church, putting in practice the things 
learned. Teaching people to pray and to 
win souls is the great purpose of the 
church. “If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them.” Several young peo- 
ple took part in public prayer for the first 
time at Milmine, at its last meeting, and 
the work seems very encouraging. Am to 


hold special services at two different places 
this coming month. In this period of this 
great world conflict, the church should be 
much engaged in earnest prayer. The State 
Conference should have precedence of all 
others in the State. It should be the first 
great rallying service of the year. Plans 
for the State’s greatest interest should be 
formulated there. It should be a meeting 
of much prayer. These plans are then to 
be carried into each district meeting, follow- 
ing where the churches can get the infor- 
mation and catch the enthusiasm.—HOEL. 


INDIANA 


Anderson, March 12—We closed a three 
weeks’ meeting at Bethel church, Clinton 
County, with fifteen conversions and eleven 
additions to the church, with more to fol- 
low. Rev. R. F. Johnson helped in the 
meeting. He is a power behind the throne. 
Our meeting at Newhope, Wells County, 
was a success. Seven prayed through to 
victory and united with our church. I am 
at home for a rest now.—S. B. JOHNSON. 


Middletown, March 10—The Middletown 
News of yesterday, in reporting the meet- 
ing at the Christian church, says: 

Revival meetings are still growing in interest and 
the attendance is quite good. The musical hour each 
evening is enthusiastic and inspirational. The gospel 
is preached with power and spirit. Those hearing the 
Sunshine Chorus last week will be glad to know 
that they will sing again this Friday evening. Sun- 
day morning will be the regular quarterly communion 
service. Sunday, 2:30 p. m., a mass-meeting. The 
entire public is especially invited to this service. 
Sunday evening regular service at seven o’clock. A 
cordial welcome is extended to visitors. Come and 
worship with us. 

Albany—We just closed one of the best 
revivals we ever were in. The Holy Spirit 
was with us in every service, and the vis- 
ible results were sixteen professing Christ 
as their Savior, many reconsecrating them- 
selves to His service, and nine uniting with 
the church on last Sunday morning, all 
heads of families, and of the type that 
means much to the future of this church. 
Rev. Wm. A. Freeman was the evangelist, 
and his words found way to every heart. 
We wish to say to any who are needing 
help in the field, that his words are plain, 
practical, full of meaning, no foolishness, or 
emotionalism, but messages from the lips, 
“of a man sent of God.” We gladly recom- 
mend him to all. The people did not only 
show their appreciation in words of praise, 
but gave a love offering that was apprecia- 
ted by the evangelist. At the second quar- 
terly business meeting of this church they 
unanimously decided to have full-time serv- 
ice, and have called Rev. Denver Metsgar 
to the pastorate. We will move to our home 
near Sidney, Ohio, and continue our work 
with White Chapel, and supply New Pales- 
tine church. We are glad for this forward 
step of the church here and pray that they 
will continue to prosper until Albany is 
one of the ag best churches in the E. I. 


IOWA 


Oak Hill, Taylor Co.—Have just closed 
an eight nights’ meeting at Oak Hill with 
seventeen additions and leaving the church 
in a prosperous and spiritual condition. 
Among the converts were brothers and sis- 
ters and parents all from one family, ages 
running from sixty-five on down to chil- 
dren. We have a large attendance at Sun- 
day-school, almost reaching ninety. We ex- 
pect to reach 100. The Endeavor Society 
is growing and one among the best I ever 
attended. ‘The financial condition of the 
church is very satisfactory—being ahead 
with the current expenses and salary. 
These are a generous, charitable, and kind 


lot of people, who try to uplift and benefit 
mankind. The work increases with pleas- 
ure and satisfaction, and we hope it will 
ever remain so.—E. RHODE, Gravity, Iowa. 


Barnes City, March 15—The work on this 
charge moves along quietly. Some inter- 
ruptions occur because of sickness, weather, 
and road conditions. A number of deaths 
have occurred recently, among them the ed- 
itor of our local newspaper, Mr. Ebenezer 
Sim, died suddenly the 8th inst., after a 
brief illness with bronchial trouble. The 
physician says this climate was too vigorous 
for him. He was a Canadian by birth and 
his remains were taken back there for 
burial and the family have gone, too, with 
the expectation of making Canada their 
future home. Grandma Jackson, of the For- 
est Home church, is recovering from a severe 
case of grippe. Deacon and Mrs. B. B. 
Martin, who have been poorly all winter, 
have rented their farm, and will move te 
Montezuma. The last issue of THE HERALD 
surely is fine from start to finish, not a dry 
page in it. But it ought to be good with 
such a good starter as “John Three-sixteen.’” 
And the whole paper seems to breathe the 
sweet spirit of the gospel. Last Sunday 
was foreign mission day at Barnes City, and 
the offering of the day and what may come 
from the follow-up work will exceed last 
year’s offerings. Next Sunday we will ob- 
serve the day at Forest Home, and we feel 
sure of a good offering. Brethren, pray for 
us.—A. W. Hook. 


KANSAS 


Turon—I am still on the firing-line, a 
very poor soldier, yet the Lord lets me do 
some of the little things for Him in His 
Kingdom. I have had many opportunities 
to make large money by giving up the min- 
istry, taking up worldly positions, but my 
Christ is first of all. I have been offered 
good salaries in other churches if I would 
leave the Christian Church and come to 
them; the Methodist, Presbyterian, and 
Disciples, all have offered great induce- 
ments with good salaries, but I could never 
leave the principles that I believe to be God- 
given and Christ-established, for any man- 
made creed or church, for the sake of a 
little extra amount of filthy lucre. A man 
sold my Lord once for thirty pieces of 
silver. He is worth more than that to me, 
more than all this world’s riches. I could 
have had good appointments for good 
money, but could not take them and preach 
Christ, so I let them go, esteeming the 
riches of Christ greater than the treasures 
of Egypt. Business men, large firms, have 
offered me large wages to go on the road and 
sell for them, also to collect for them, but 
one hundred dollars and more a month were 
too little by the side of my Christ and com- 
pared with a human soul I might bring to my 
Christ to be saved. I would rather see and 
take by the hand one soul to whom I might 
bring the message of salvation and cause to 
be saved, than to have all the treasures of 
this world. God has, and will provide, glory 
to His name forever. Christ is one and 
His name one and His Kingdom one, ever- 
lasting, made up of people who are saved 
by the one faith in the one Christ, under 
the power of the one God and Father of all, 
and guided unto all truth by the one Holy 
Spirit, as taught in the one Book, or Bible 
divine. God being one divine Father and 
Jesus being the Son of the divine, He is di- 
vine, hence the Church (Kingdom), which 
was established by the divine One, partook 
of the nature of the divine Christ and is 
filled with the Holy Ghost, which is the very 
essence of all divinity forever, hence the 
Church is of divine origin and is divine. 
Therefore the Church has no right to lock 


— 


MARCH 22, 1917 


arms with the world, or compromise in any 
way with it. Oh, for a true, Holy-Spirit- 
baptized Church in this grand old common- 
wealth! Give us the old-time zeal and the 
old-time religion, such as our fathers had 
and preached. It is’ good enough for me. 
A campaign was launched for a meeting by 
Rev. Sister Prinky, of the U. B. church, 
in our town. She had Rev. Adams, pastor 
of the Coppyville U. B. church, to do the 
preaching, and he did it under the power of 
God with much zeal and earnestness and 
very good effect, about eighty-three conver- 
sions during the meeting. Some went to 
the M. E., some to the Disciples of Christ, 
some to the U. B. church. Brother Bunday, 
of Hutchinson, led the singing and did it 
with great credit. We feel that much good 
was done in our town. Brother Adams 
formerly lived in Dayton, and then moved 
to Kansas. He is a young man of great 
ability as an evangelist. I will begin a 
meeting at Neola next Sunday, with Broth- 
er John Carnion as helper, who is a fine 
singer and good preacher. We hope to hold 
a few days’ meeting at Pleasant Hill. Let 
all that read this pray for us in the meet- 
ing. The Lord bless the entire brotherhood. 
Oh, yes, I received four more new members 
into the church at Pleasant Hill two weeks 
ago last Sunday.—A. P. Hurst. 


KANSAS 


Maple City, March 13—Meetings closed 
at Highland last Friday night, with three 
conversions and additions to the church. 
The people were highly pleased with Bro. 
A. A. Thomas and his presentation of the 
gospel. The church was much revived, and 
hope they can soon find a pastor to help hold 
the much neglected work there. Rev. Thom- 
as then came with me to Maple City, six- 
teen miles southwest from Highland, where 
he preached Sunday morning, and Sunday 
night, and at Otto, four miles out, in after- 
noon. The people here and at Otto ap- 
preciated his messages much and received, 
we believe, lasting benefit from his presen- 
tation of the gospel, and a spiritual uplift 
from three services. We have surely felt 
much the need of such help here, and trust, 
while he thinks he should go into other 
fields, than where he has labored for some 
time, that he will come with us and believe 
he is the one for the place and that the 
people would receive him gladly. We held 
our first communion service here at Maple, 
Sunday, Bro. Thomas assisting also in or- 
daining a deacon and elder, Bros. Utley and 
Thomas. The service was filled with sol- 
emnity and spiritual power and many ex- 
pressed themselves as to the joy of sitting 
together in “heavenly places.” The work 
goes encouragingly along and we feel that 
Maple City and Otto pastorate will be a 
strong factor in the coming success of the 
“Christian Church” in these parts. We 
trust and pray that we can see several 
more such successful new churches by the 
time our annual conference convenes. We 
occasionally hear from the work of Bro. 
Milholland at Elm and all seems quite en- 
couraging. An interesting letter from Bro. 
R. Lee Kirkland, of Canada, gave me much 
joy to know how God is moving in his work 
there—H. VERNON WINTER. 


NEBRASKA 


Brownlee, March 6—We are out here in 
the sand hills of Nebraska, among the cat- 
tle ranchers. Our church was never heard 
of here until I came. I have organized one 
Christian Sunday-school.. They take our 
own literature. Sunday-school runs all the 
year. I am preaching for them every Sun- 
day.—C. J. HECKATHORN. 


Superior, March 15—I just returned home 
from the Southeastern Kansas Conference, 
where I held a meeting at the Highland 
church. I was called down there by Bro. 
H. Vernon Winter. This church at one 
time was a good church, but they had no 
preaching for the past year or two and 
they had almost given up, but we had a 
revival of the members and three additions 
to the church. I was at Maple City and 
Otto church while down there, where Bro. 
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Winter organized a Christian church. Bro. 
Winter and I ordained one elder and one 
deacon at Maple City. This new church is 
moving on nicely under the pastorate of 
Brother Winter. It is to be hoped in the 
near future it will be able to build a church 
and have a home of its own, with its 
future assured. May God bless the work. 
—ALONZO A. THOMAS. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Reidsville—We made an appeal last week 
for ten individuals or churches, within the 
bounds of The American Christian Conven- 
tion, to make a donation of $100.00 each to 
our Reidsville church; and that ten other 
individuals or churches make a donation of 
$50.00 each to our Reidsville church, mak- 
ing $1,500.00 in all. In response to this ap- 
peal we have the following to report: Un- 
ion (N. C.) Christian church, $50.00; Rev. 
L. I. Cox, $50.00. The church at Union 
Ridge, N. C., has taken the lead and sent us 
the first $50.00 for the completion of the 
Reidsville church, and they say it was easy 
when they decided to do it. We are grate- 
ful. Who will be next to follow the good 


example set by the church at Union (N. 


C.), and the pastor of the Reidsville 
church? Friends, the need is imperative! 
Please “lend a helping hand.’”—L. I. Cox, 
Pastor, Elon College, N. C. 


OHIO 


Utica and Danville—During the winter 
we have held special meetings, Rev. A. E. 
Kemp, of Conneaut, helping us at Utica, 
and Rev. F. Moorhouse, of Homer, at Dan- 
ville. These were strong and inspiring 
meetings and especially constructive and 
helpful to the membership of the churches. 
The spirit and interest at Danville show 
a progress. A Woman’s Missionary Socie- 
ty has been organized and the study and 
work begun. The women at Utica are also 
taking special interest in the mission work 
and as a society giving a liberal contribu- 
tion to the missionary collections. An In- 
termediate and a Senior Christian Endeavor 
societies have been organized and the inter- 


est in both assures good meetings always.’ 


We are trying to meet the full and complete 
percentage of the Standard Efficiency 
Chart. And in the Sunday-school to fulfil 
the Front-Line Standard program. We are 
glad to announce the additions of three new 
members at Utica on confession and one at 
Danville-——A. M. HAINER. 


South Solon—The Hofmeister-Thompson 
Campaign continues. This is the third 
week. Attentive crowds are attending. The 
meeting for women only last Sunday after- 
noon was a record breaker, both as to num- 
bers and interest. Fraternal night was 
largely attended by the orders. The address 
was inspiring, practical, and convicting. 
Thursday night was W. C. T. U. and kin- 
dred organizations night. Large delega- 
tions were present and Hofmeister’s address 
on “John Barleycorn” was surely a master- 
piece, such as we have seldom listened to. 
Friday night was high school night, and it 
was a pentecost. Eighteen more hit the 
trail, men of families and young people, 
many of whom the churches and parents 
have been praying for many years. Hearts 
rejoiced and hallelujahs were heard on ev- 
ery hand. Prof. Thompson is surely a mas- 
ter at the helm of his chorus and in his 
soul-inspiring solos. In the nine days left 
of the campaign may God’s blessings give 
them more than victory. Pray for-us. To 
any churches needing these God-inspired 
workers, I would be more than glad to an- 
swer any personal inquires. The light of 
a better spiritual ~~ has dawned on old 
Solon and to God be the glory.—C. A. 
TRACY. 


Georgetown, March 14—On December 8, 
1916, we closed a twelve days’ meeting with 
the Christian church known as Union, 
Brown County. Rev. Ed. Glasscock, of Ken- 
tucky Christian Conference, was with us 
and preached able sermons. The services 
were well attended and a good interest man- 
ifested. The meeting resulted in eight be- 
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ing added to the church. On January 29, 
1917, the Christian and M. E. churches of 
Feesburg, Ohio, began a union meeting, 
which continued two weeks, but on account 
of sickness the pastor of M. E. church was 
only permitted to be present five services. 
Because of unfavorable weather and sick- 
ness of the M. E. preacher, this meeting 
was not what we expected, while we believe 
much has been accomplished in the way of 
adding new life to the churches. On 
March 4, closed a two weeks’ meeting with 
the Antioch Christian church. Rev. Strat- 
ton was with us and did most of the preach- 
ing. He preached strong sermons. Because 
of unfavorable weather and bad roads the 
attendance was not what it might have 
been. The meeting resulted in two being 
added to the church—A. J. BowMan, 
Pastor. 


Lima, March 16—Fully a year has elap- 
sed since news from the Lima church has 
been contributed to the Field Notes, due 
largely to the fact that the pastor has had 
no disposition to tell what wonderful things 
he has done and no one else seems to have 
noticed anything worth telling. Well, let 
that be as it may, we have been busy during 
this first year of our work together as pas- 
tor and people. The interior of the church 
has been redecorated, new oak floors and 
Brussels carpet have been laid, and a new 
furnace and new lights have been installed, 
all at a cost of over a thousand dollars. A 
live and progressive missionary society of 
about fifty members has been organized. 
This society will entertain the mid-year 
meeting of the auxiliary societies of the 
Woman’s Home and Foreign Mission Board 
of the Northwestern Ohio Conference, on 
March 29. A splendid all-day program has 
been prepared. Thirty-five new members 
have been received into the church during 
the year and twenty-two have been bap- 
tized. Pastor J. S. Watson, of the Harrod 
church, brought four candidates from that 
church last Thursday evening and the Lima 
pastor baptized them with eight of his own 
congregation. Brother Watson gave a 
splendid address before the ordinance was 
administered. One of the great joys com- 
ing to the pastor, aside from his regular 
pastor work, is the privilege of speaking to 
men at the noon-day shop meetings in the 
Lima Locomotive Works, the C. H. & D., 
and L. E. & W. Railway Shops and occa- 
sionally speaking in the Rescue Home Mis- 
sion, and even to the crowds on the public 
square. Lima is a hard field. Worldliness 
and selfishness hold the people so tenacious- 
ly in their grip that ears and hearts seem 
to be absolutely hardened against the gospel 
truth and the operation of the Spirit. All 
the churches have long lists of names of 
persons upon their church rolls who seldom, 
if ever, enter the churches. Nor do they 
contribute to their support. One of the 
largest and wealthiest churches in the city 
recently borrowed $800 with which to pay 
its overdrafts on current expenses for the 
last year. The Pastors’ Union of the city 
recently extended a call to Dr. George Wood 
Anderson to conduct a union evangelistic 
campaign here next fall. It is not yet 
known if he will accept. On the evening 
of March 12, fifty men of the Lima church 
spent a delightful evening with Brother C. 
E. Strawbridge in the celebration of his 
sixth birthday anniversary—his spiritual 
birthday; for six years ago he gave his 
heart to Christ in the great Billy Sunday 
meetings. Music, discussions, readings, and 
a spelling match constituted the excellent 
program which was followed with a fine 
banquet. The presence of Mr. W. E. Lan- 
caster, of South Whitley, Indiana, added 
much to the evening’s enjoyment. His imi- 
tations upon his violin were remarkable, 
especially when he imitated the sound of the 
train upon which Brother Strawbridge 
started on his trip from Lima to the Boone- 
ville church, the mule behind which he rode 
to the church, the creaking pump where he 
drank, Strawbridge “lining” the hymns, and 
finally his exquisite singing. At this meet- 
ing every man pledged himself to Brother 
Strawbridge, after his address, to stand 
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loyally by the pastor in the future work of 
the church and that is certainly a great 
encouragement. “Ye see how large a letter 
I have written unto you with mine own 
hand,” when I thought I would be brief. 
But I may be pardoned if I come only once 
a year. So here I stop, wishing my breth- 
ren Godspeed in all of their labors.—W. J. 
YOUNG. 


PORTO RICO 


Ponce—The Conference of the Christian 
churches in Porto Rico met in Ponce, Feb. 
23, 24, and 25. Organized by electing Rev. 
Rafael Hernandez president. Delegates 
were present from all our churches, and 
the entire program as arranged was care- 
fully carried out. A full account of the 
conference will appear in The Christian 
Missionary, but knowing that the readers 
of THE HERALD will desire a brief synop- 
sis I send the following items. The mem- 
bers of the conference expressed themselves 
as not desiring to accept any other name 
than Christian, asked if they desired to 
surrender the name of their own denomina- 
tion and unite with other Protestant 
churches under the general name of Evan- 
gelical. They voted to use the money now 
in the conference fund to help pay for the 
printing of the translation made by Rafael 
Hernandez of the Organization and Prin- 
cipals of the Christian Church. This work 
was begun by Rev. H. J. Rhodes when he 
first came to Porto Rico, but never finished. 
This year Rev. Hernandez completed the 
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work, bringing the booklet up to date. The 
conference took as its motto, “Ten per cent. 
increase in every department of our work 
for the year 1917.” Reports were submit- 
ted by every pastor and these will appear 
in The Missionary, showing that there is a 
steady growth in every department of the 
work. Mr. Barrett urged that the confer- 
ence take steps looking towards the time 
when the churches of this conference should 
become self-supporting, and the delegates of 
the various churches promised to see what 
could be done towards this movement, and 
Olive G. Willimas was elected conference 
treasurer. Money to be sent to the conference 
treasurer quarterly. It is hoped that by 
another year through this plan the Porto 
Rican Conference can pay a portion of the 
salary of at least one of its native workers. 
Resolutions of respect were passed upon the 
death of Rev. Rhodes, also a resolution of 
thanks to the Mission Board and especially 
to Dr. Morrill and Dr. Bishop for their uni- 
form kindness and helpfulness to the work- 
ers down here, and Miss Williams was dele- 
gated to prepare these resolutions for The 
Christian Missionary. Mrs. Barrett had 
drilled a special choir of voices and excel- 
lent music was furnished throughout the 
conference. Mr. Barrett brought the dele- 
gates and took them back home in the auto- 
mobile, making a number of trips for this 
purpose, but living up to the letter that part 
of Dr. Morrill’s dream story published some 
months ago. Special services will be held 
in Salinas beginning March 4th.—OLIVE G. 
WILLIAMS. 
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SPEECH BY HON. 


O. B. WHITAKER 


In the Missouri House of Representatives, March 5, 1917, in Support of House 


Bill No. 889, Abolishing Capital Punishment. 


3 Vote of 77 to 50. 


(STENOGRAPHER’S REPORT) 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House: 

As a courtesy I want to ask at this time 
that I be not interrupted with interroga- 
tions while I am making my argument. I 
do not mean to say that I will not yield. 
I will yield if any gentleman desires to in- 
terrupt, but I ask it simply that I may 
finish my argument, assuming that any 
questions you may ask me I will probably 
answer any way before I am through and 
in the order in which I wish to discuss 
them. 

The most mysterious thing in the uni- 
verse is life. The profoundest scientists 
must pause upon the threshold of the secret 
of life; therefore, the taking of human life 
is a most serious matter. I believe as I 
stand here to-day, that nineteen hundred 
years ago God put the seal of doom upon 
the right of man to take the life of his 
fellow man in revenge or retaliation. “Ye 
have heard that it hath been said, An eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,” was the 
inauguration of a new system of jurispru- 
dence and a new standard for society; and 
the matchless ‘Standard-bearer, nineteen 
hundred years in advance of the slow-mov- 
ing legions behind him, planted that stand- 
ard upon the very summit of the mountain 
of justice and righteousness and brotherly 
love, above the clouds of the danger of 
man’s fallibility; and from that day to this, 
the multitudes of civilization have moved 
slowly toward that standard. We have not 
yet reached it, but every century finds the 
hosts of civilization nearer than before, and 
the nearer we come to it the more beautiful 
and the clearer the vision of the standard 
that was planted there. That standard put 
the seal of doom on man’s taking life in 
revenge or retaliation. 

I know there are arguments to be offered 
against the abolishment of capital punish- 
ment. I shall not attempt to consider them 
now, asking the privilege that every other 
member has to close the argument upon his 
bill. I shall, at this time, content myself 


with calling your attention to some of the 


The Bill Was Endorsed by 


reasons why I believe this bill ought to be 
enacted into law. ' 


, The first reason is that man is fallible, 
yea, more than fallible. Man is a strange, 
incomprehensible, self-contradictory crea- 
ture, misunderstood even by himself, a 
creature that acts under the impulse of 
mob enthusiasm and a creature that cannot 
even trust himself. To-day the multitude 
will shout, “Hosannah;” to-morrow the 
same voices will cry out, “Crucify Him,” 
and Jesus of Nazareth is not the only vic- 
tim of this maddened frenzy to which every 
human mind is subject. Socrates, Cicero, 
John Huss, Michael Servetus, Marshal Ney, 
Maximilian, Louis XVI.—and why need I 
recount the thousands of others—victims of 
this mad frenzy? 

The maddened mob to-day commits the 
crime for which to-morrow it is in sack- 
cloth and ashes. Even in man’s calmest 
and most judicial moods, he is subject to 
error. The records of the criminal courts 
of the world are full of them. Every man 
here knows the sad records of those pages. 
It would take a volume of pages written 
in blood to record all those sad stories. So 
long as man is not perfect; so long as he 
is subject to error, that long it is danger- 
ous to put this power into his hands, and 
that is one reason that God has set the seal 
of doom upon the right of man to take the 
life of his fellow man in revenge or retalia- 
tion. 


Another reason that I want to offer is 
this—an argument that must appeal to the 
heart of every Christian man on the floor of 
this House; I am not ashamed to confess 
that I believe in the Bible as the gift of 
God to man, I believe in the power of the 
life of Christ and His teachings to regen- 
erate the blackest heart, the vilest sinner 
in the world. When you take a man’s life, 
you take away from him the opportunity to 
become a regenerated man. You take from 
him not only the life that God gave him 
here, but you take from him the prospect 
and promise and possibility of an eternal 
life. God withheld that authority from man 





- of capital punishment.” 
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because He knew it was dangerous in his 
hands. 


A few years ago an old man seventy 
years of age lay dying in his home in this 
State. Around him were his friends—for 
his neighbors were all friends. About him 
were gathered those in whose life he had 
inspired a higher and a nobler purpose. 
Some were there who had been led to Christ 
by his influence; and the old man, as he 
lay there dying, his hair white, his eyes 
dim with age, bore a smile upon his face 
and a light of confidence in his eyes as he 
passed away. And when the word went out 
over Missouri—and it was published in ev- 
ery paper in this State—that Frank James 
was dead, every man in Missouri said: “I 
am glad Missouri did nat take the life of 
that man, who probably had violated the 
laws for which capital punishment could 
have been inflicted, oftener than any other 
citizen in the history of Missouri.” But if 
Missouri had taken the life of Frank James, 
to-day the strongest advocates of capital 
punishment would be citing that as an il- 
lustration in support of capital punishment, 
and would be saying, “There is an instance 
where society was protected by the infliction 
It was not. On 
the other hand, society was blessed by the 
example of one of the vilest sinners turning 
to God and becoming a power in God’s 
hands to help other men to be what they 
ought to be. 

Another argument in favor of the abolish- 
ment of capital punishment is that our pres- 
ent law is costing the people of the State 
thousands of dollars and depriving the 
State at the same time of the services of 
many of the best men to serve on our juries. 
Whenever a case is called in which capital 
offense is charged, a large per cent. of the 
men called to serve as jurors disqualify in 
answer to the question: “Do you have con- 
scientious scruples against inflicting the 
death penalty?” These mén must be paid 
their fees, the sheriff’s fee for notifying 
them must be paid. Other jurors and wit- 
nesses must be paid for waiting while the 
attempt is being made to impanel a jury. 
The courts are congested with work because 
of this delay. Therefore by the abolish- 
ment of capital punishment in the State we 
will save the State thousands of dollars, 
and get a better class of men to act as 
jurors, and relieve the congested condition 
of our criminal dockets. 


Another reason is the sociological reason, 
and this is the strongest human reason that 
I know of. Criminals are made criminals 
either by birth or environment. There is 
absolutely no criminal in the world to-day, 
nor ever has been, nor never will be, that 
does not belong to one or the other of these 
two classes. Every criminal was either 
born a criminal, or made a criminal by en- 
vironment, or by a combination of these 
two influences. If he is born a criminal, 
then we are taking his life for a sin that 
was committed before his baby eyes saw 
the light of this world, a sin for which he 
is in no sense responsible; and every man 
on the floor of this House revolts at the 
very thought of such a thing. If he was 
made a criminal by environment, then so- 
ciety made him what he is, and I ask you 
in all fairness, “Is it right that society 
should take his life as a penalty for crime 
when society made him a criminal?” So- 
ciety invites into existence, through the 
gateway of birth, the human race. Some 
are born in the homes of filth and dirt and 
vice. Some are born in homes in the same 
building in which are saloons licensed by 
society; in the same building in the back 
room of which is a gambling den and on 
the upper floor of which is a house of pros- 
titution, permitted by the police employed 
by society; and in the midst of such en- 
vironments is it any wonder that many chil- 
dren grow up to be criminals? Under the 
same environments I am sure that many of 
us here to-day, instead of being law-makers, 
would be law-breakers. Is it fair that we 
should take the lives of men who are crim- 
inals because society has made them such? 
It is wrong to make a criminal and then 
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take his life as a penalty for his crime. 
You may take human life in self-defense 
and be justifiable; you may take human 
life in defense of another and be a hero; 
you may take human life in defense of your 
country, or your country’s flag, and be a 
patriot; but the man who takes human life 
in revenge or retaliation is a murderer, and 
for the State to legalize the act only makes 
it legalized murder and shifts the respon- 
sibility from the citizen to the State, from 
the individual to the mass of the citizens, 
and by that act multiplies the crime by the 
number of citizens in the State. 





REBUTTAL 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House: 

Replying to arguments by gentlemen of 
the House, I want to call your attention to 
these significant facts; statistics show that 
of 557 lynchings in the United States, all 
but five occurred in States that inflict cap- 
ital punishment, though there are now elev- 
en States that have abolished it. And, 
second, statistics show that crime has not 
increased where the death penalty has been 
—- but on the contrary it has dimin- 
ished. 


Governor Eberhardt, of Minnesota, says: 

“The death penalty in this State was 
abolished four years ago, with the re- 
sult that there has been no increase of 
crime.” 


The psychological reason that underlies 
this is that murder is a disease and a con- 
tagious disease. As long as murder is in 
the State it spreads to the hearts of the 
people of the State; as long as murder is 
legalized, it will tend to develop the spirit 
of murder in the hearts of the people. 

(Mr. Whitaker was here interrupted by 
an interrogator.) 

Mr. Whitaker:—There are but two just 
and rightful purposes of punishment—one 
the protection of society, the other 
the reformation of the criminal, and 
the only man who wants to take the life of 
the helpless prisoner is the man who wants 
revenge; and God hasten the day when the 
spirit for revenge shall forever be banished 
from the hearts of the people of this grand 
old State of ours. 


I don’t want to take the life of any man 
who is helpless within my power. It is go- 
ing beyond even the rules of warfare to do 
that. Why, if a man surrenders on the bat- 
tle-field to his enemy and that enemy takes 
his life, it is a violation of the laws of war, 
not of peace, and I appeal to the gentlemen 
of this House that it is ungodly, unchristian, 
and unmanly to take life in revenge or re- 
taliation. 

There is another reason, Mr. Speaker, 
vital to us as we come to vote on this prop- 
osition. No man is qualified to si. as a 
judge upon his fellow man until he himself 

as been in the same position as the man 

at the bar; no man should dare to act as 
judge until he has put himself, so far as 
imagination will permit, in the position of 
the man upon whom he must pass judg- 
ment. 

(Interrogated by Mr. Stuart.) 

Mr. Stuart:—I would like to ask this 
question: What permanent protection will 
society have from criminals if your bill be- 
comes a law? 

Mr. Whitaker:—We will have the same 
protection that the eleven States have that 
have this law on their statute books, and 
statistics show that the very crimes that 
were capital crimes until after the law was 
repealed, have diminished in number and 
not increased, and that ought to be a final 
answer to every man. 

Mr. Stuart:—I wish to ask you if it isn’t 
a fact that all of these vile criminals that 
are sent to the penitentiary are finally 
pardoned or paroled, and turned loose on 
society? 

Mr. Whitaker:—I most emphatically an- 
swer, “No,” and the gentleman who asked 


the question knows that answer before I 
gave it. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I started to sa 
a most vital consideration to come 
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Saves 


BERTY 


Royal Baking Powder makes it possible to pro- 
duce appetizing and wholesome cakes, muffins, 
cornbread, etc., with fewer eggs than are usually 


required. 


In many recipes the number of eggs may be re- 
duced and excellent results obtained by adding 


an additional quantity of 


Royal Baking Powder, 


about a teaspoon, for each egg omitted. The 


following tested recipe is 


SPONGE 
lcup sugar 
44 cup water 
3 eggs 
2 teaspoons Royal Baking Powder 
lcup flour 


1 teaspoon salt 
1 cup cold water 
1 teaspoon flavoring 


a practical illustration: 


CAKE 

DIRECTIONS:—Boil sugar and water 
until syrup spins a thread and add to the 
stiffly beaten whites of eggs, beating until 
the mixture is cold. Sift together three 
times the flour, salt and baking powder; 
beat yolks of eggs until thick; add a little 
at a time flour mixture and egg yolks 
alternately to white of egg mixture, stir- 
ring after each addition. Add cup cold 
water and flavoring. Mix lightly and 
bake in moderate oven one hour. 


The old method called for 6 eggs 
and no baking powder 


ROYAL 


BAKING POWDER 


Made from Cream of Tartar, derived from grapes, 


adds none but healthful 
No Alum 


qualities to the food. 


No Phosphate 








us as we vote upon this proposition is that 
no man has the right to sit in judgment up- 
on his fellow men, until he has put himself, 
so far as he can, in the position of the man 
whom he is to judge. God recognized the 
principle and applied it to His own Son. It 
seems to be a little distasteful to some 
gentlemen that I should appeal to the Bible 
in this argument. 

I saw the Governor of the State inaugu- 
rated, and take his oath of office; and I 
saw him lay his right hand upon the Bible 
and kiss the Book as he took the oath of 
office. From Washington to Woodrow Wil- 
son, every President of this great nation 
has laid his hand upon that Book as he took 
the oath of office. President Jackson said, 
“It is the rock upon which our republic 
stands.” I am therefore appealing to the 
highest we womge: higher than the Consti- 
tution, higher than the treaties made un- 
der it, when I appeal to the Bible. 

God, before He would make His Son the 
Judge of all the human race, compelled Him 
to go through the experiences that the men 
would have to pass through before they 
came before Him to be judged. 

Though I have been a student of the Bible 
for many years, this hour I see a far great- 
er meaning to Gethsemane than ever before, 
the Son of God upon His knees with His 
hands stretched out in agony, with the ex- 
pression of suffering on His face, crying 
out to God, “If it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me,” and I see the drops of sweat 
run down His face and from His brow upon 
His bosom—I turn to the picture before 
Him. There is the mob that will take Him 
and brutally treat Him, spit upon Him, 
smite Him; there is the mob that will bind 
Him and lash Him until the blood flows 


from His back; there is the Church, that 
will pronounce Him a criminal; there is the 
Governor, who will pronounce Him a 
traitor; there is the Cross to which He must 
be nailed and die, little by little. No won- 
der that he cried out in agony. We wonder 
why, when God heard that cry, He did not 
say, “Thou art-my beloved Son, and I will 
save thee from all that suffering,” but God 
in action did say, “You cannot escape this, 
and be qualified to sit in judgment upon 
the human race; for when you sit as Judge, 
no man must come to you and say, ‘You 
do not understand what I have suffered, you 
have never been where I have been.’” Then 
the Son of God can answer, “I have suffer- 
ed more than any man that ever comes be- 
fore me in judgment.” God recognized the 
principle that the Judge must experience 
what the man has experienced that comes 
-before him. 

Now, preparatory to voting on this propo- 
sition, I did what I ask every other man to 
do. I tried to imagine myself a criminal. I 
tried to feel as a prisoner would on the scaf- 
fold. I am a father. In my imagination 
I saw my son become a criminal. I saw 
him turn from my advice and from the love 
of his mother and go down in crime until 
he committed the capital offense, and saw 
him before the court. I asked for his ac- 
quittal, but could not get it. I felt the 
loving arms of my wife about my neck when 
she said, “Yes, sell the home, sell all we 
have, and save our boy from the scaffold.” 
I did it, and again I felt her arms about 
me and heard her say, “Borrow every dollar 
you can and save him. I will wash, I will 
sew until the skin and flesh are worn from 
my fingers to help you pay ‘this debt.” I 
did it, and helpless listened to the sentence 











288 (24) 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 


NETUM RATHBUN, Manager, Dayton, O. 





THe HERALD of GosPEL Liperty is published every 
Thursday by The Christian Publishing Association in 
the interest of the cause of Christ as represented in 
the work of the Christian Church. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
One Year 
Ten Months 
Five Months 
Two Months 
IN ADVANCE 


Discontinuance: The paper will be sent until order- 
ed discontinued. 


If you wish your address changed, give both the 
old and the new address. 


Always watch your label just after you have paid 
your subscription. If the date is not changed in two 
weeks notify the manager, Mr. Netum Rathbun, 
Cc. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. 

All letters on business of the paper should be ad- 
dressed to THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, 
Dayton, Ohio. 





Entered at the Post-office in Dayton, Ohio, as 
second-class matter. 


of Death. I fall before the Governor and 
plead for pardon, and he replies, “The court 
has decreed it, and I will not stand between 
the court and the people.” On my knees 
I plead with the judge, and he says, “I have 
no authority. I followed the law.” I turn 
away in despair. I see my poor boy mount 
the scaffc e his hands bound behind 
him lest !p, cle the rope that is choking 
him to d3 see his feet bound lest he 
show the® "he is suffering; I see his 
face as I= in a last piteous appeal to 
me in wie ys, “Is there nothing more 
you can“ d I have to answer, “No, 
we haves we can.” I see the sweat 
of agon his brow, I see the black 
mask fas _. is face, I see the officer lift 
the mal> ‘ike the prop from beneath 
the scaf,, will send him into eternity. 
I am e startled by a cry from the 
broken “ a woman. I turn and see 
the motue: vs «uy child at my side, I forget 
my own love, my own suffering, my own 
agony, in the greater love, suffering, and 
agony of the woman at my side; and I said, 
“Though her agony will not strike the fatal 
sentence from the instructions of the court, 
though her suffering Will not secure a gov- 
ernor’s pardon, yet if she will stand by my 
side as I appeal to the members of the 
Forty-ninth General Assembly, her love, if 
they can see her as I see her, will touch 
the heart of every member present, every 
man that loves his mother, his wife, his 
sister, and will vote “Yes,” and blot out for- 
ever the curse of legalized murder in the 
State of Missouri. 


3 8% & 
DEATH OF REV. EDWIN MORRELL 


DEFIANCE, OHIO. 
March 14, 1917. 

DEAR DR. BARRETT:—Sunday, March 11, 
was a day of grief to many persons in De- 
fiance, including members of the faculty and 
student body of the college. On this day, 
at 2:30 p. m., the writer, assisted by Dr. 
N. G. Newman, conducted a funeral service 
incident to the death of Dr. Edwin Morrell, 
the predecessor of Dr. Newman as college 
preacher, and C. B. I. professor. 

On the 8th of the month he submitted to 
an operation in Chicago, for the removal of 
an internal cancer, but owing to extreme 
physical weakness was able to survive the 
ordeal but twelve hours. 

The remains, attended by his daughter 
and one of his sons, were brought to Defi- 
ance on Saturday the 10th. 

The funeral service was held at the fam- 
ily home in this city, from which the re- 
mains were committed to a resting-place in 
the City Cemetery, by the Order of Masons, 
of which he was a member. 

Dr. Morrell was born in Bradford, York- 
shire, England, fifty-two years ago, and 
early connected himself with the Congrega- 
tional body of Christians there. Coming to 
this country, he changed his church rela- 
tionship and became successively the pastor 
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of the following Christian churches: Hart- 
wick, N. Y.; Binghamton, N. Y.; St. Johns- 
ville, N. Y.; Manchester, N. H.; Springboro, 
Pa.; Piqua, O.; and Defiance, Ohio. 

S. S. NEWHOUSE. 
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HELP NEEDED 


To Provide for Mrs. Barney, Wife of Rev. 
Joseph Barney—Deceased 


Sister Barney has been sick, and at this 
writing, while much improved, far from 
being strong. She has been suffering with 
a heavy cold and rheumatism. ‘The expense 
has been large and I am compelled to ask 
friends to contribute to her support. After 
April first the house rent will be five dollars 
per month, and so far I have not found 
any one who is ready to sign with me the 
lease, which must be signed by some one 
who will pay the rent. I have been stand- 
ing and paying all bills, and suppose will 
have the lease to sign alone, and I am de- 
pending upon the kindness of the people to 
help bear the expense. Sister Barney is the 
wife of Rev. Joseph Barney. Many will re- 
member him, and if each one who can would 
send a small offering, we can make her a 
home the remaining few days she has to 
live. Send all money and make checks pay- 
able to the undersigned. Trusting that help 
will come soon, I am, very truly, 

J. W. HoFrMan, Pastor Earlston 
Christian Church, Everett, Pa. 


Official Information 





JOINT CONVENTION OF WESTERN INDIANA 
CONFERENCE 


The following is the program of the eighteenth 
annual session of the Joint Convention of the Western 
Indiana Christian Conference, to be held at Old Union 
Christian church, April 4 and 5, 1917: 

CRRISTIAN ENDEAVOR DEPARTMENT 


Motto—‘‘Mobilize, Vitalize, Evangelize’”’ 
Wednesday Afternoon, April 4—2:00, Convention 
song, “Open My Eyes,” Congregation ; Devotional, 
Rev. Robinson Ashby; Welcome Address, Rev. D. 
O. Coy, Pastor; Response, Rev. W. H. Hendershot ; 
2:30, “The Best Methods of Putting Christian En- 
deavorers to Work, to be Effective Endeavorers for 
Christ,” Mrs. Carrie Beaver; 8:00, “The Chris- 
tian Endeavor; a Power in the Church,” Rev. J. 
M. Bradbury; 3:20, ‘“‘How to Have a Successful 
Christian Endeavor,” Rev. W. P. Kibbey; 3: 40, 
“The Christian Endeavor as a Factor in the Evan- 
gelization of the Non-Christian World,” Rev. O. V. 
Rector; Announcement of Committees; Registra- 
tion; Assignment of Homes; Closing. 
Motto—To-night, ‘‘Father’s Business” 
Wednesday Evening—7: 00, Convention Song, 
My Eyes,” Congregation; Devotional, Rev. Claude 
Bowman; Piano Solo, ‘Music Among the Pines,” 
Miss Mona Beaver; 7:25, “The Business of the 
Sunday-school,” Dr. Clarence Defur, D. D.; 8: 90, 
“Special Days in the Sunday-school,” Dr. C. B. 
Hershey, D. — _ President Union Christian College ; 
Closing, Rev. . H. Rupert. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 


Motto—‘‘The World for Christ” 

Thursday Morning, April 5—8:40, Convention Song, 
“Open My Eyes,” Congregation; Devotional, Rev. 
A. W. Cash; Song, Congregation; 9:00, ‘What 
Place Shall the Modern Sunday-school Have in the 
Future Development of the Church?” Rev. John 
A. Stover, A. M.; 9:30, “What Are Some of the 
Greatest Hindrances to the Sunday-school Work and 
How Are They Overcome?” Rev. A. E. House, A. 
B.; 10:00, ‘‘Sunday-school Methods That Win,” 
Rev. W. H. Martin, A. B.; Reading, “A Fortunate 
Mistake,” Pauline Johnson; 10:40, “The Church 
and Conference Survey,’”’ Rev. O. S. Thomas; Sec- 
retary-Treasurer Home Missions of Christian 
Church; 11:40, Intercessory Prayer, Rev. J. S. 
Boord, B. S.; Closing. 


MISSION DEPARTMENT 


Motto—‘‘At Work in the Kingdom” 
Thursday Afternoon—1: 00, Convention Song, = 

My Eyes,” Congregation ; Devotional, Rev. 

Gott; Music; 1: 20, “The Kingdom in America,” 

Dr. Clarence Defur, D. D.; 2:00, “Missions at 

Home,” Prof. J. A. Linke; Assistant Boys’ and 

Girls’ Club Leader Purdue University; 2:40, Solo, 

“Thine Forever,” Mrs. Maude Melson; 2:50, “The 

Christian Church in Home Missions,” Rev. O. S. 

Thomas; Echoes From Mission Study Conference 

of Muncie—Rev. W. H. Martin, Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. 

Anderson ; Report of Committees; Song; Closing. 
Thursday Evening—7:00, Convention Song, “Open 

My Eyes,” Congregation; Devotional, Rev. Charles 

Howard; Solo, “The Lord Is My Shepherd,” Mrs. 

Lotta Bratton; “The Boy and Girl Problem,” Illus- 

trated Lecture, Prof. J. A. Linke; Closing, Rev. 

R. E. Lucas. 

Early afternoon cars will be met at Jamestown, 
Wednesday and early morning cars Thursday. Those 
coming > Lebanon notify Pastor D. O. Coy, Leb- 
anon, Ind. 


“Open 
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EASTER SUPPLIES 


PROGRAMS 


HAPPY EASTER TIME 
- TRIUMPHANT KING 
FAIR EASTERTIDE 
GARDEN OF THE KING 
THE LIGHT DIVINE 
EASTER CLASSICS NO. 5 
Prices: 6 cents the copy; 65 cents 
the dozen; $2.65 for 50; $5.00 the 100, 
all postage paid. 
Send for free sample copies. 


EASTER TREASURY NO. 22 


Contains Recitations, Drills, Dia- 
logues, and Pantomines, material for 
all grades or departments of the 
Sunday-school. 

Price, 15 cents per copy, postpaid. 


BOOKLETS, FOLDERS AND POST 
CARDS 


We are glad to announce to our 
patrons that we have the finest line 
of Easter Booklets, Folders, and Post 
Cards we have ever offered, and at 
very low prices when quality is con- 
sidered. Our goods are of the 
latest designs and must be seen to be 
appreciated. 


BOOKLETS 
No. 378. 


Four pages. 
Fancy cardboard covers 
Linen 
Hight designs. 
The steel die decorations 


on front cover are un- 
usually attractive and 
the greeting on inside is 


in Easter colors. 
finish. 


very appropriate. Size 

(closed) 5x2% _ inches. 

Sent assorted. Each in 
an envelope. Price, postpaid, 10 cents 
each, or six for 50 cents. 


FOLDERS 


No. 376. Personal enclosure folder. 
—Bevel edge folder, trimmed in 
Easter colors. Double card tied with 
silk ribbon. Linen finish. Steel die 
floral decorations. Especially prepar- 
ed for inserting personal card or can 
use card already in folder. Six de- 
signs. Sent assorted. Size (closed) 
3%x2 inches, In mailing envelope. 
Price, postpaid, 10 cents each, or six 
for 50 cents. 
No. 683. My Easter Greeting fold- 
er.—Medium weight cardboard, finest 
quality. Beautifully decorated with 
Easter colors and violets. Handsome- 
ly embossed. Very pretty. Size 
(closed) 54x25. Six designs. Sent 
assorted. Price, 5 cents each, or six 
for 25 cents, postpaid. 

No. 2782. A Happy Easter folder. 
—Printed in colors on good quality 
cardboard with floral and landscape 
decorations. Easter greeting. Twelve 
designs. Sent assorted. Price, 25 
cents per dozen, postpaid. 


POST CARDS 


No. 2716. Beautiful steel die land- 
scape and floral decorations with 
Easter lilies and violets. Easter 
greeting. Twelve styles. Sent assort- 
ed. Price, each, 5 cents, or six for 25 
cents, postpaid. 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 
Fifth and Ludlow Streets 
Dayton, Ohio 





